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RCIA Liturgical Calendar 

 

LITURGICAL DAY EVENT 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Rite of Acceptance and Welcome 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Dismissal 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT Dismissal 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Dismissal (depending on date of 

Christmas) 

HOLY FAMILY No dismissal between Christmas 

and New Year’s Day 

EPIPHANY Dismissal 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD Dismissal 

2ND SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

3RD SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

4TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

5TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

6TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

7TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

8TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

9TH SUNDAY OF OT Dismissal 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT Rite of Sending (Rite of Election at 

Cathedral) 

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT Dismissal (Rite of Continuing 

Conversion and Cathedral) 

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT First Scrutiny 

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT Second Scrutiny 

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT Third Scrutiny 

PALM SUNDAY Dismissal & Procession with Palms 

EASTER VIGIL Initiation for Catechumens 

RITE OF INITIATION FOR 

CANDIDATES 

Date Varies – in Easter Season 

CONFIRMATION Date Varies – in Easter Season 
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RITE OF ACCEPTANCE AND WELCOME 

 

CALLING OF THE CATECHUMENS 

After the homily, the deacon proceeds to the lectern 

Deacon:  

Reverend Father, I present to you and to our faith community inquirers into 

the Catholic faith who, during the past few months, have heard the living 

God proclaimed and have encountered Jesus Christ, sent for the salvation of 

all. As a result of this initial conversion, they have begun to change their 

lives, and be transformed in the life of Christ.  

Reverendo Padre, presento a usted y a nuestro comminudad de fe 

investigadores en la fe católica que, durante los últimos meses, han 

escuchado el Dios vivo proclamado y se han encontrado con Jesucristo, 

enviado por la salvación de todos. Como resultado de esta conversión inicial, 

han comenzado a cambiar sus vidas, ya ser transformados en la vida de 

Cristo. 

Today they come seeking to be admitted as Catechumens, where they wish 

to continue to grow as disciples of the Lord. We give thanks to God for 

them, as they seek begin this new stage of their faith journey. 

Hoy vienen buscando ser admitidos como Catecúmenos, donde desean 

seguir creciendo como discípulos del Señor. Damos gracias a Dios por ellos, 

mientras buscan comenzar esta nueva etapa de su camino de fe. 

Catechumens, please come forward together with your sponsor: 

Catecúmenos, por favor, adelante junto con su patrocinador: 

Catechumens will stand in a line on the first step of the sanctuary, initially facing 

the altar, with their sponsors behind them. When all have assembled, the priest 

addresses the congregation: 
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Presider: 

Dear friends, the Church joyfully welcomes today those who will be 

received into the order of catechumens. In the months to come they will 

prepare for their initiation into the Christian faith by baptism, confirmation, 

and Eucharist. We give thanks and praise to the God who has led them by 

various paths to oneness in faith.  

Queridos amigos, la Iglesia acoge con alegría hoy a aquellos que serán 

recibidos en el orden de los catecúmenos. En los próximos meses se 

prepararán para su iniciación en la fe cristiana por el bautismo, la 

confirmación y la Eucaristía. Damos gracias y alabamos al Dios que los ha 

guiado por diversos caminos a la unidad en la fe. 

Addressing the catechumens: 

My dear catechumens, on behalf of the community of Sacred Heart church, I 

welcome you in the name of Christ. 

Mis queridos catecúmenos, en nombre de la comunidad de la iglesia del 

Sagrado Corazón, les doy la bienvenida en el nombre de Cristo. 

 

Inquiry of the Catechumens 

Presider:  

My dear catechumens: what do you ask of God's Church? 

Catechumens:  

Faith. 

Presider:  

What does faith offer you? 

Catechumens:   

Eternal life. 
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Presider:  

Queridos catecúmenos: ¿qué piden ustedes a la Iglesia de Dios? 

Catechumens:  

La fe. 

Presider:  

¿Qué te ofrece la fe? 

Catechumens:   

La vida eterna. 

Presider:  

God gives light to everyone who comes into this world; though unseen, he 

reveals himself through the works of his hand, so that all people may learn to 

give thanks to their Creator. 

Dios alumbra a todos los que vienen a este mundo; aunque invisible, él se 

revela a través de las obras de su mano, por lo que todas las personas pueden 

aprender a dar gracias a su Creador. 

You have followed God’s light, and the way of the Gospel now lies open 

before you. Set your feet firmly on the path, and acknowledge the living 

God, who truly speaks to everyone. Walk in the light of Christ, and learn to 

trust in his wisdom. Commit your lives daily to his care, so that you may 

come to believe in him with all your heart. 

Ustedes han seguido la luz de Dios, y el camino del Evangelio está ahora 

abierto ante ustedes. Pongan sus pies firmemente en el sendero, y 

reconozcan al Dios vivo, que verdaderamente habla a todos. Caminar en la 

luz de Cristo, y aprender a confiar en su sabiduría. Comprometa tus vidas 

diariamente a su cuidado, para que puedas llegar a creer en él con todo tu 

corazón. 
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This is the way of faith along which Christ will lead you in love toward 

eternal life. Are you prepared to begin this journey today, under the 

guidance of Christ? 

Catechumens:  I am. 

Presider:  

Este es el camino de la fe por el cual Cristo los guiará en amor hacia la vida 

eterna. ¿Estás preparado para comenzar este viaje hoy, bajo la guía de 

Cristo? 

Catechumens:   

Si, estoy. 

Presider:  

Sponsors, you now present these catechumens to us; are you, and all who are 

gathered with us, ready to help these candidates follow Christ? 

Sponsors: We are. 

Presider:  

Patrocinadores, ahora nos presentan estos catecúmenos; ¿Están ustedes, y 

todos los que están reunidos con nosotros, listos para ayudar a estos 

candidatos a seguir a Cristo? 

Sponsors:  

Si, estamos. 

 

CALLING OF THE CANDIDATES 

Deacon:  

Reverend Father We also greet those who, already one with us by baptism, 

now wish to complete their Christian initiation through confirmation and 

Eucharist. 
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Reverendo Padre También saludamos a aquellos que ya están unidos con 

nosotros por el bautismo, ahora desean completar su iniciación cristiana a 

través de la confirmación y la Eucaristía. 

Candidates, please come forward together with your sponsor: 

Candidatos, por favor, adelante junto con su patrocinador: 

Candidates will stand next to the Catechumens in a line on the first step of the 

sanctuary, initially facing the altar, with their sponsors behind them. 

When all have assembled, the priest addresses the congregation: 

Presider: 

Dear friends, the Church also joyfully welcomes today those who, already 

one with us in baptism, are seeking to complete their Christian Initiation. In 

the months to come they will prepare to receive confirmation, and Eucharist. 

Queridos amigos, la Iglesia también acoge con alegría hoy a aquellos que, ya 

unidos con nosotros en el bautismo, están buscando completar su Iniciación 

Cristiana. En los meses venideros se prepararán para recibir la confirmación, 

y la Eucaristía. 

We give thanks and praise to the God who has inspired them to deepen their 

commitment to Him and join more fully in the life of faith.  

Damos gracias y alabamos al Dios que los ha inspirado a profundizar su 

compromiso con Él ya unirse más plenamente a la vida de fe. 

Addressing the candidates: 

My dear candidates, on behalf of the community of Sacred Heart church, I 

welcome you in the name of Christ. 

Mis queridos candidatos, en nombre de la comunidad de la iglesia del 

Sagrado Corazón, les doy la bienvenida en el nombre de Cristo. 

INQUIRY OF THE CANDIDATES 

Presider:  
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Candidates: what do you ask of God's Church? 

Candidates:   

To be accepted as a candidate for catechetical instruction leading to 

confirmation and Eucharist. 
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Presider:  

What does this period of formation offer you? 

Candidates:  

A fuller sharing in the life of the Church. 

Presider:  

Candidatos: ¿qué le pides a la Iglesia de Dios? 

Candidates:  

Ser aceptado como candidato para la instrucción catequética que conduzca a 

la confirmación ya la Eucaristía. 

Presider:  

¿Qué te ofrece este período de formación? 

Candidates:  

Una participación más plena en la vida de la Iglesia. 

Presider:  

Candidates, as you who seek to complete your Christian initiation: are you 

prepared to listen to the apostles' instruction, gather with us for prayer, and 

join us in the love and service of others? 

Catechumens:   

I am. 

Presider:  

Candidatos, como ustedes que buscan completar su iniciación cristiana: 

¿están preparados para escuchar la instrucción de los apóstoles, reunirse con 

nosotros para la oración y unirse a nosotros en el amor y el servicio de los 

demás? 

Catechumens:   
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Si, estoy. 

Presider:   

Sponsors, you now present these candidates to us; are you, and all who are 

gathered with us, ready to help these candidates follow Christ? 

Sponsors:  

We are. 

Presider:   

Patrocinadores, ahora nos presentan estos candidatos; ¿Están ustedes, y 

todos los que están reunidos con nosotros, listos para ayudar a estos 

candidatos a seguir a Cristo? 

Sponsors:  

Si, estamos. 

 

With hands joined, the celebrant says: 

Presider:  

Padre de misericordia, te damos gracias por todos estos tus siervos. Los has 

buscado y convocado de muchas maneras y se han vuelto a buscarte. 

Ustedes los han llamado hoy y ellos han respondido en nuestra presencia. 

Concédenos fortaleza y apoyo para su viaje. 

Father of mercy, we thank you for all of these your servants. You have 

sought and summoned them in many ways and they have turned to seek you. 

You have called them today and they have answered in our presence. Grant 

them strength and support for their journey, through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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SIGNING OF THE CATECHUMENS AND CADIDATES WITH THE 

CROSS 

Deacon:  

Catechumens and Candidates, please turn to face your sponsors and the 

congregation. 

Catecúmenos y candidatos todavía, vaya a hacer frente a sus patrocinadores 

y la congregación. 

Presider: 

We now mark you with the sign of Christ’s cross. The whole community 

welcomes you with love, and stands ready to assist you in your journey. 

Ahora te marcamos con el signo de la cruz de Cristo. Toda la comunidad le 

da la bienvenida con amor, y está dispuesta a ayudarle en su viaje. 

As the priest says each prayer, the sponsor traces the cross over the catechumen or 

candidate as indicated. 

Presider: 

Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead. Recibe el signo de la cruz en 

su frente. It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with this sign of his 

love. Learn to know and follow him. Es Cristo mismo quien ahora te 

fortalece con esta señal de su amor. Aprende a conocerlo y seguirlo. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, that you may hear the voice of the 

Lord. Recibe el signo de la cruz en tus oídos, para que oigas la voz del 

Señor. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, that you may see the glory of 

God. Recibe el signo de la cruz en tus ojos, para que veas la gloria de Dios. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your lips that you may respond to the word 

of God. Recibe el signo de la cruz en tus labios para que puedas responder a 

la palabra de Dios. 
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Receive the sign of the cross over your heart that Christ may dwell there by 

faith. Recibe el signo de la cruz sobre tu corazón que Cristo habite allí por la 

fe. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, that you may bear the gentle 

yoke of Christ. Recibe el signo de la cruz sobre tus hombros, para que lleves 

el suave yugo de Cristo. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, that Christ may be known in the 

work which you do. Recibe el signo de la cruz en tus manos, para que Cristo 

sea conocido en la obra que haces. 

Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, that you may walk in the way of 

Christ. Recibe el signo de la cruz sobre tus pies, para que andes en el camino 

de Cristo. 

Without touching them, the priest makes the sign of the cross over all the 

catechumens and candidates at once, as he says: 

I sign you with the sign of eternal life, in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Yo les firmo con el signo de la vida eterna, en el nombre del Padre, y del 

Hijo, + y del Espíritu Santo. 

All: Amen. 

Presider:  

Sponsors, please present the crosses to your catechumens and candidates. 

These will be a continuing reminder to them that they have been marked 

with the sign of the Lord’s passion, death and resurrection. 

Patrocinadores, por favor presente las cruces a sus catecúmenos y 

candidatos. Estos serán un continuo recordatorio para ellos de que han sido 

marcados con el signo de la Pasión, la muerte y la resurrección del Señor. 

After the crosses have been presented: 
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Lord, by the cross and resurrection of your Son, you have given life to your 

people. These catechumens have been signed with the sign of Christ’s cross: 

make them living proof of its saving power, and help them to persevere in 

the footsteps of Christ. 

Señor, por la cruz y la resurrección de tu Hijo, has dado vida a tu pueblo. Estos 

catecúmenos han sido firmados con el signo de la cruz de Cristo: hazlos prueba 

viviente de su poder salvador, y ayúdelos a perseverar en las huellas de Cristo. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Presider:  

These catechumens and candidates, who are our brothers and sisters, have 

already traveled a long road. We rejoice with them in the gentle guidance of 

God who has brought them to this day. Let us pray that they may press 

onwards, until they come to share fully in our way of life. 

Deacon:  

That God our Father may reveal his Christ to them more and more with 

every passing day, let us pray to the Lord. 

Para que se comprometan con corazones y almas generosas, sea lo que Dios 

les pida, oremos al Señor. 

That they may have our sincere and unfailing support every step of the way, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Para que encuentren en nuestra comunidad signos convincentes de unidad y 

amor generoso, oremos al Señor. 

That their hearts and ours may become more responsive to the needs of 

others, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Que a su debido tiempo los catecúmenos sean dignos de recibir el bautismo 

de nuevo nacimiento y renovación en el Espíritu Santo y los candidatos 

puedan ser considerados dignos de completar su iniciación a través de los 

sacramentos de la confirmación y la Eucaristía, oremos al Señor. 

Prayers for the sick, deceased and special intentions from the Sunday intercession 

are then added. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 

After the intercessions, the celebrant, with hands outstretched over the 

catechumens and candidates, says the following prayer. 

Presider:  

Almighty God, source of all creation, you have made us in your image. 

Receive with love those who come before you. Lead our catechumens to the 

baptism of new birth, and our candidates to a deeper share in the paschal 

mystery, so that, living a fruitful life in the company of your faithful, they 

may receive the eternal reward that you promise. 

Dios Todopoderoso, fuente de toda creación, nos has hecho a tu imagen. 

Reciban con amor a los que vienen antes que ustedes. Llevar a nuestros 

catecúmenos para el bautismo del nuevo nacimiento, y nuestros candidatos a 

una participación más profunda en el misterio pascual, para que, viviendo 

una vida fructífera en compañía de su fiel, pueden recibir la recompensa 

eterna que promete. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

All: Amen. 

DISMISSAL OF THE CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 

Presider:  

My dear friends in Christ, this community now sends you forth to reflect 

more deeply upon the word of God which you have shared with us today. Be 
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assured of our loving support and prayers for you. We look forward to the 

day when you will share fully in the Lord's Table. 

Mis queridos amigos en Cristo, esta comunidad los envía ahora a reflexionar 

más profundamente sobre la Palabra de Dios que han compartido con 

nosotros hoy. Tenga la seguridad de nuestro amoroso apoyo y oraciones por 

usted. Esperamos con interés el día en que usted comparta plenamente en la 

mesa del Señor. 

Now, go in Peace. Ahora, pueden ir en paz. 

A dismissal hymn is sung as the candidates and catechumens process out of the 

church. 
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RITE OF SENDING 
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Rite of Sending 

 

Presentation of Catechumens 

 

After the Homily, the deacon presents the candidates: 

 

Deacon: Father, our catechumens are beginning their final period of 

preparation and purification leading to their initiation. They have 

found strength in God’s grace and support in our community’s prayer 

and example. Now they ask they be recognized for the progress they 

have made in their spiritual formation and that they receive the 

assurance of our blessings and prayers as they go forth to the Rite of 

Election celebrated this afternoon by our Archbishop Jose Gomez. 

 

Those who are to be sent to the celebration of election in Christ come 

forward with your sponsor. 

 

The candidates and their sponsors come forward and stand facing the congregation 

with the candidates in front and the sponsors behind them. 
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Affirmation by the Sponsors & Assembly 

 

Presider: My dear friends, these catechumens who have been preparing for the 

sacraments of initiation hope that they will be found ready to 

participate in the Rite of Election and be chosen in Christ for the 

Easter Sacraments. It is the responsibility of this community to inquire 

about their readiness before they are presented to the Archbishop.  

 

I turn to you, godparents, for your testimony about these candidates. 

 

To the godparents and the entire assembly: 

Presider: Sponsors, have these catechumens taken their formation in the Gospel 

and in the Catholic way of life seriously? 

   

Response: They have. 

Presider: Have they given evidence of their conversion by the example of their 

lives? 

   

Response: They have. 

Presider: Do you judge them to be ready to be presented to the Archbishop for 

the Rite of Election? 

 

Response: They have. 

Deacon:  Reverend Father, these catechumens have signed the Book of The 

Elect which will be presented to Archbishop Jose Gomez this 

afternoon. 

 

Presider: My dear catechumens, this community gladly recommends you to the 

Archbishop, who, in the name of Christ, will call you to the Easter 

Sacraments. Your own sponsors have spoken in your favor. The 

Church, in the name of Christ, accepts their testimony. May God bring 

to completion the good work he has begun in you. 
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Intercessions for the Catechumens: 

 

Presider: Brothers and sisters, as we journey together to the Easter sacraments, 

these candidates will look to us for examples of Christian renewal. 

   

Let us then pray to the Lord, that we may be renewed by one 

another’s efforts and together come to share the joys of Easter. 

 

Deacon: That our catechumens may be freed from selfishness and learn to put 

others first, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: That their sponsors may be living examples of the Gospel, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: That their teachers may always convey to them the beauty of God’s 

word, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: That our entire community, during this Lenten season, may grow in 

charity and be constant in prayer, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Prayers for the sick and the deceased are now included. 
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Presider: Father of love and power, it is your will to establish everything in 

Christ and to draw us into his all-embracing love. Guide our 

catechumens in the days and weeks ahead; strengthen them in their 

vocation, build them into the kingdom of your Son, and seal them 

with the Spirit of your promise. 

 

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

Dismissal of the Elect and Candidates: 

 

The deacon now calls the candidates forward for the dismissal. 

 

Presider: My dear friends, this community now sends you forth to reflect more 

deeply upon the word of God which you have shared with us today.   

 

Be assured of our loving support and prayers for you. We look 

forward to the day when you will share fully with us at the Lord’s 

Table.  

 

Now, go in peace. 

 

The Mass continues with the Liturgy of the Eucharist 
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FIRST SCRUTINY 
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FIRST SCRUTINY 
 

After the homily, the Elect, along with their sponsors, will be asked to come forward 

and form a line facing the altar across the first step to the sanctuary. 

 

Deacon: Will the Elect along with their sponsors please come forward. 

 

Presider:  

My brothers and sisters, the community of Sacred Heart and I welcome you. 

 

A short period of silence is allowed for prayer. 

 

Deacon: (To the Congregation) Please Stand 

 

Presider:   

 

Let us pray for our Elect, that God in his mercy may make them responsive to 

his love, so that through the waters of rebirth, confirmation and eucharist, that 

they may receive pardon for their sins and have life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

With outstretch hand, the Presider continues . . . 

 

Lord, eternal source of light, justice and truth, take under your tender care 

these Elect.  Purify them and make them holy; give them true knowledge, sure 

hope, and sound understanding and make them worthy to receive the 

sacraments this Easter.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

All: Amen 

 

Presider:   

 

Let us pray for the Elect whom the church has confidently chosen.  May they 

successfully complete their long preparation and at the Paschal Feast find 

Christ in his Sacraments 

 

Deacon:   
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That, like the woman of Samaria, the Elect and candidates may review their 

lives before Christ and acknowledge their sins, let us pray to the Lord 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:   

That they may learn to know Christ, who came to save what was lost, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:   

That they may sincerely reject everything in their lives that is displeasing and 

contrary to Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That the Holy Spirit, who searches every heart, may help them to overcome 

weakness through his power, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That the same Holy Spirit may teach them to know the things of God and how 

to please him, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:   

That their families also may put their hope in Christ and find peace and 

holiness in him, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:   
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That we ourselves in preparation for the Easter feast may seek a change of 

heart, give ourselves to prayer, and persevere in our good works, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That throughout the whole world whatever is weak may be strengthened, 

whatever is broken restored, whatever is lost found, and what is found 

redeemed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:  

(Read the intercessions for the sick, deceased and conclude with private 

intension.) 
 

Presider: 

All-merciful Father, through your Son you revealed your mercy to the woman 

of Samaria; and moved by that same care you have offered salvation to all 

sinners.  Look favorably on our Elect and all of us.  Free us from the slavery 

of sin, and from Satan’s crushing yoke exchange the gentle yoke of Jesus.  

Protect us from every danger that we may serve you faithfully in peace and 

joy. 

 

All: Amen 

 

Presider:   

 

Lord Jesus, in your merciful wisdom you touched the heart of the sinful 

woman and taught her to worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 

Now, by your power, free the Elect from the cunning of Satan, as they draw 

near to the fountain of living water and the bread of eternal life. 

 



29 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

Touch their hearts with the power of the Holy Spirit, that they may come to 

know the Father in true faith, which expresses itself in love, for you live and 

reign for ever and ever. 

 

All: Amen 

 

Deacon:  

Would the RCIA Candidates please come forward and join the Elect for the 

Dismissal Prayer. 

 

Presider: 

My dear friends, today we journeyed to the well and there discovered that 

Jesus Christ is the living waters that quenches every thirst.  As your journey 

toward initiation continues, look to Christ to be the way that leads to freedom 

from sin.  Be assured of our love, care, and prayerful support.  We look 

forward to that day when you will join us at the table of the Eucharist.  Now, 

go in peace.  
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THE SAMARITAN WOMAN: John 4: 4-42 
(Deacon) 

 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.   

 

Jesus had to pass through Samaria, and his journey brought him to a 

Samaritan town named Shechem near the plot of land which Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. This was the site of Jacob's well. Jesus, tired 

from his journey, sat down at the well. 

 

Instrumental background begins quietly 

 

The hour was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." "You are a Jew. How can 

you ask me, a Samaritan and a woman, for a drink?" 

 

"If only you recognized God's gift, and who it is that is asking you for 

a drink, you would have asked him instead, and he would have given 

you living water."  

 

Accompaniment  for response begins 

 

Response (First time Cantor, then all repeat  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All respond: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental continues softly  

 

"Sir, you do not have a bucket and this well is deep. Where do you 

expect to get this flowing water? Surely you don't pretend to be 

greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well and drank from 

it with his sons and his flocks?" Jesus replied: 
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"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever 

drinks 

the water I give will never be thirsty; no, the water I give shall become 

a fountain within you, leaping up to provide eternal life." 

 

Accompaniment pattern begins  

 

The woman said to him, "Give me this water, sir, so that I won't grow 

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Music stops  

 

"Go, call your husband, and then come back here." "I have no husband.” 

replied the woman. "You are right in saying you have no husband! The 

fact is you have had five, and the man you are living with now is not 

your husband. What you said is true." 

 

Free instrumental  

 

"Sir, I can see you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you people claim that Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship God," Jesus told her:  

 

"Believe me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You people worship 

what you do not understand, while we understand what we worship; 

after all, salvation is from the Jews. Yet an hour is coming, and is 

already here, when authentic worshipers will worship the Father in 

Spirit and truth.  Indeed, it is just such worshipers the Father seeks. God 

is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and truth." 
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The woman said to him: "I know there is a Messiah coming. When he 

comes, he will tell us everything." "I who speak to you am he."  

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All respond: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

His disciples, returning at this point, were surprised that Jesus was 

speaking with a woman.  However, none of them raised a question such 

as "What do you want of him?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  

 

Music builds in intensity  

 

The woman then left her water jar and went off into the town. She said 

to the people: "Come and see someone who told me everything I ever 

did! Could this not be the Messiah?" With that they set out from the 

town to meet him.  

Music stops  

 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." But 

he told them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." At this the 

disciples said to one another, "Do you suppose that someone has 

brought him something to eat?" Jesus explained to them:  

 

 

Free instrumental, building to next assembly response  

 

"Doing the will of the one who sent me and bringing God's work to 

completion is my food. Do you not have a saying: 'Four months more 
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and it will be harvest! '? Listen to what I say: Open your eyes and see! 

The fields are shining for harvest! The reaper already collects his wages 

and gathers a yield for eternal life, that sower and reaper may rejoice 

together. Here we have the saying verified: 'One sows; another reaps. ' 

I sent you to reap what you had not worked for. Others have done the 

labor, and you have come into their gain." 

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him on the strength of the 

woman's word of testimony:  "He told me everything I ever did." The 

result was that, when these Samaritans came to him, they begged him 

to stay with them awhile. 

Accompaniment pattern  

 

So he stayed there two days, and through his own spoken word many 

more came to faith. As they told the woman: "No longer does our faith 

depend on your story. We have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this really is the Savior of the world." 

 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water  

 

The Gospel of the Lord  
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THE SAMARITAN WOMAN: John 4: 4-42 
(Priest) 

 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 

 

Jesus had to pass through Samaria, and his journey brought him to a 

Samaritan town named Shechem near the plot of land which Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. This was the site of Jacob's well. Jesus, tired 

from his journey, sat down at the well. 

 

Instrumental background begins quietly 

 

The hour was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." "You are a Jew. How can 

you ask me, a Samaritan and a woman, for a drink?" 

 

"If only you recognized God's gift, and who it is that is asking you for 

a drink, you would have asked him instead, and he would have given 

you living water."  

 

Accompaniment  for response begins 

 

Response (First time Cantor, then all repeat  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental continues softly  

 

"Sir, you do not have a bucket and this well is deep. Where do you 

expect to get this flowing water? Surely you don't pretend to be 

greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well and drank from 

it with his sons and his flocks?" Jesus replied: 
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"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever 

drinks 

the water I give will never be thirsty; no, the water I give shall become 

a fountain within you, leaping up to provide eternal life." 

 

Accompaniment pattern begins  

 

The woman said to him, "Give me this water, sir, so that I won't grow 

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Music stops  

 

"Go, call your husband, and then come back here." "I have no husband.” 

replied the woman. "You are right in saying you have no husband! The 

fact is you have had five, and the man you are living with now is not 

your husband. What you said is true." 

 

Free instrumental  

 

"Sir, I can see you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you people claim that Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship God," Jesus told her:  

 

"Believe me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You people worship 

what you do not understand, while we understand what we worship; 

after all, salvation is from the Jews. Yet an hour is coming, and is 

already here, when authentic worshipers will worship the Father in 

Spirit and truth.  Indeed, it is just such worshipers the Father seeks. God 

is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and truth." 
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The woman said to him: "I know there is a Messiah coming. When he 

comes, he will tell us everything." "I who speak to you am he."  

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

His disciples, returning at this point, were surprised that Jesus was 

speaking with a woman.  However, none of them raised a question such 

as "What do you want of him?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  

 

Music builds in intensity  

 

The woman then left her water jar and went off into the town. She said 

to the people: "Come and see someone who told me everything I ever 

did! Could this not be the Messiah?" With that they set out from the 

town to meet him.  

Music stops  

 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." But 

he told them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." At this the 

disciples said to one another, "Do you suppose that someone has 

brought him something to eat?" Jesus explained to them:  

 

 

Free instrumental, building to next assembly response  

 

"Doing the will of the one who sent me and bringing God's work to 

completion is my food. Do you not have a saying: 'Four months more 
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and it will be harvest! '? Listen to what I say: Open your eyes and see! 

The fields are shining for harvest! The reaper already collects his wages 

and gathers a yield for eternal life, that sower and reaper may rejoice 

together. Here we have the saying verified: 'One sows; another reaps. ' 

I sent you to reap what you had not worked for. Others have done the 

labor, and you have come into their gain." 

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him on the strength of the 

woman's word of testimony:  "He told me everything I ever did." The 

result was that, when these Samaritans came to him, they begged him 

to stay with them awhile. 

Accompaniment pattern  

 

So he stayed there two days, and through his own spoken word many 

more came to faith. As they told the woman: "No longer does our faith 

depend on your story. We have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this really is the Savior of the world." 

 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water  

 

                          The Gospel of the Lord  
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THE SAMARITAN WOMAN: John 4: 4-42 
(Woman) 

 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John. 

 

Jesus had to pass through Samaria, and his journey brought him to a 

Samaritan town named Shechem near the plot of land which Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. This was the site of Jacob's well. Jesus, tired 

from his journey, sat down at the well. 

 

Instrumental background begins quietly 

 

The hour was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw 

water, Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." "You are a Jew. How can 

you ask me, a Samaritan and a woman, for a drink?" 

 

"If only you recognized God's gift, and who it is that is asking you for 

a drink, you would have asked him instead, and he would have given 

you living water."  

 

Accompaniment  for response begins 

 

Response (First time Cantor, then all repeat  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental continues softly  

 

"Sir, you do not have a bucket and this well is deep. Where do you 

expect to get this flowing water? Surely you don't pretend to be 

greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well and drank from 

it with his sons and his flocks?" Jesus replied: 
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"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever 

drinks 

the water I give will never be thirsty; no, the water I give shall become 

a fountain within you, leaping up to provide eternal life." 

 

Accompaniment pattern begins  

 

The woman said to him, "Give me this water, sir, so that I won't grow 

thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Music stops  

 

"Go, call your husband, and then come back here." "I have no husband.” 

replied the woman. "You are right in saying you have no husband! The 

fact is you have had five, and the man you are living with now is not 

your husband. What you said is true." 

 

Free instrumental  

 

"Sir, I can see you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you people claim that Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship God," Jesus told her:  

 

"Believe me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You people worship 

what you do not understand, while we understand what we worship; 

after all, salvation is from the Jews. Yet an hour is coming, and is 

already here, when authentic worshipers will worship the Father in 

Spirit and truth.  Indeed, it is just such worshipers the Father seeks. God 

is Spirit, and those who worship God must worship in Spirit and truth." 
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The woman said to him: "I know there is a Messiah coming. When he 

comes, he will tell us everything." "I who speak to you am he."  

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

His disciples, returning at this point, were surprised that Jesus was 

speaking with a woman.  However, none of them raised a question such 

as "What do you want of him?" or "Why are you talking with her?"  

 

Music builds in intensity  

 

The woman then left her water jar and went off into the town. She said 

to the people: "Come and see someone who told me everything I ever 

did! Could this not be the Messiah?" With that they set out from the 

town to meet him.  

Music stops  

 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." But 

he told them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." At this the 

disciples said to one another, "Do you suppose that someone has 

brought him something to eat?" Jesus explained to them:  

 

 

Free instrumental, building to next assembly response  

 

"Doing the will of the one who sent me and bringing God's work to 

completion is my food. Do you not have a saying: 'Four months more 
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and it will be harvest! '? Listen to what I say: Open your eyes and see! 

The fields are shining for harvest! The reaper already collects his wages 

and gathers a yield for eternal life, that sower and reaper may rejoice 

together. Here we have the saying verified: 'One sows; another reaps. ' 

I sent you to reap what you had not worked for. Others have done the 

labor, and you have come into their gain." 

 

Accompaniment music begins 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water 

 

Free instrumental  

 

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him on the strength of the 

woman's word of testimony:  "He told me everything I ever did." The 

result was that, when these Samaritans came to him, they begged him 

to stay with them awhile. 

Accompaniment pattern  

 

So he stayed there two days, and through his own spoken word many 

more came to faith. As they told the woman: "No longer does our faith 

depend on your story. We have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this really is the Savior of the world." 

 

 

Response (Twice through)  

 

Cantor: Give us living water, give us living water 

 

All:  Give us living water, give us living water  

 

                       The Gospel of the Lord  
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SECOND SCRUTINY 
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SECOND SCRUTINY 
 

After the homily, the Elect along with their sponsors, will be asked to come forward 

and form a line facing the altar across the first step to the sanctuary. 

 

Deacon: Will the Elect along with their sponsors please come forward. 

 

Presider:  

My brothers and sisters, the community of Sacred Heart and I welcome you. 

 

A short period of silence is allowed for prayer. 

 

Deacon: (To the Congregation) Please Stand 

 

Presider: 

Let us as a community pray for the Elect that God has called, that they may 

remain faithful to him and boldly give witness to the words of eternal life. 

 

Deacon: 

That, trusting in the truth of Christ, they may find freedom of mind and heart 

and preserve it always, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That, God may dispel darkness and be the light that shines in their hearts, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That, freed by the power of the Holy Spirit, they may put all fear behind them 

and journey forward with confidence, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Deacon:  

That in being transformed in the Holy Spirit, they may seek those things that 

are holy and just, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:  

That all who suffer persecution for Christ’s name may find their strength in 

him, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That those families and nations prevented from embracing the faith may be 

granted freedom to believe in the Gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:   

(Read the intercessions for the sick, deceased and conclude with private 

intension.) 
 

Presider: 

Father of mercy, you led the man born blind to the kingdom of light through 

the gift of faith in your Son.  Free these your chosen ones, from the false values 

that surround and blind them.  Set them firmly in your truth, children of the 

light forever. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

All: Amen 
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EXORCISM 
 

Then with hands outstretched, the Presider continues. 

 

Presider: 

Lord Jesus, you are the light that enlightens the world.  Through your Spirit 

of truth free those who are enslaved by the father of lies.  Stir up the desire for 

good in the Elect whom you have chosen for your sacraments. 

 

Let them rejoice in your light, that they may see, and, like the man born blind 

whose sight you restored, let them prove to be strong and fearless witnesses 

to the faith, for you are Lord for ever and ever. 

 

Presider:   

Lord Jesus, at your own baptism the heavens were opened and you received 

the Holy Spirit to empower you to proclaim the Good News to the poor and 

restore sight to the blind. 

 

Pour out the same Holy Spirit on the Elect who long for your sacraments.  

Guide them along the paths of right faith, safe from error, doubt, and unbelief, 

so that with eyes unsealed they may come to see you face to face, for you live 

and reign for ever and ever. 

 

All: Amen 

 

Deacon: 

Would the RCIA Candidates please come forward and join the Elect for the 

Dismissal Prayer. 

 

Presider: 

Dear friends, so often our world is plunged into the darkness of sin and evil.  

Today, we hear that Jesus Christ brought light to the darkness of the blind 

man’s world.  He can do the same for you – he can lead you from darkness to 

light.  As you reflect on the powerful words of today’s liturgy, be assured that 

we support you on your journey of faith.  As we look forward to the day when 
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you will share with us at the table of the Eucharist, we ask you now to go in 

the peace of Christ, who is the light of the world. 
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THE MAN BORN BLIND: JOHN 9: 1-41  

(DEACON) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind from 

birth. His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, was it his sin or his 

parents' sin that caused him to be born blind?" "Neither," 

answered Jesus. 

 

"It was no sin, either of this man or of his parents. Rather, it was 

to let God's works show forth in him. We must do the deeds of 

the One who sent me while it is day. The night comes on when 

no one can work. While I am in the world I am the light of the 

world." 

Free instrumental 

Begins 

With that Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva, 

and smeared the man's eyes with the mud. "Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam." So the man went off and washed, and came back able 

to see.  

Free instrumental 

music continues. 

His neighbors and the people who had been accustomed to see 

him begging began to ask, "Isn't this the fellow who used to sit 

and beg?" Some were claiming it was he; others maintained it 

was not but someone who looked like him. The man himself said, 

"I am the one, all right." "How were your eyes opened?" 

 

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary. 

"That man they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, 

telling me to go to Siloam and wash. When I did go and wash, I 

was able to see." "Where is he?" they asked. He replied, "I have 

no idea." 
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Cantor  He healed the darknessof my mind the day he gave my sight to 

me;  It was not sin that made me blind; It was no sinner made me see. 

 

All   I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

Free instrumental 

music continues.  

Next, they took the man who had been born blind to the 

Pharisees. (Note that it was on a Sabbath that Jesus had made the 

mud paste and opened his eyes.) The Pharisees, in turn, began to 

inquire how he had recovered his sight. "He put mud on my eyes. 

I washed it off, and now I can see." This prompted some of the 

Pharisees to assert, "This man cannot be from God because he 

does not keep the Sabbath." Others objected, "If a man is a sinner, 

how can he perform signs like these?" They were sharply divided 

over Him. Then they addressed the blind man again: "Since it 

was your eyes he opened, what do you have to say about him?" 

"He is a prophet." 

Music stops.  

The temple leaders refused to believe that he had really been born 

blind and had begun to see, until they summoned the parents of 

this man who now could see.  

Free instrumental 

music resumes. 

"Is this your son, and if so, do you attest that he was blind at 

birth?  How do you account for the fact that now he can see?" 

His parents answered: "We know this is our son, and we know 

he was blind at birth. But how he can see now, or who opened 

his eyes, we have no idea. Ask him. He is old enough to speak 

for himself."  

Music stops.  

His parents answered in this fashion because they were afraid of 

the temple leaders, who had already agreed among themselves 

that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be 

put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He is 

of age – ask him." 
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A second time they summoned the man who had been born blind.  

Free instrumental.  

"Give glory to God! First of all, we know this man is a sinner." 

"I [would] not know whether he is a sinner or not." "I know this 

much: 1 was blind before; now 1 can see." They persisted: "Just 

what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

"I have told you once, but you would not listen to me. Why do 

you want to hear it all over again? Do not tell me you want to 

become his disciples too?" "You are the one who is that man's 

disciple. We are disciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to 

Moses, but we have no idea where this man comes from."  

Play introduction 

a last time, then, 

begin with solo. 

 

Cantor:  Let others call my faith a lie or try to stir up doubt in me.  Look 

at me now!  None can deny I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind and now I see. 

 

 

Free instrumental.  

"Well, this is news! You do not know where he comes from, yet 

he opened my eyes. We know that God does not hear sinners, but 

that if someone is devout and obeys God's will, God listens.  It is 

unheard of that anyone ever gave sight to a person blind from 

birth. If this man were not from God, he could never have done 

such a thing." "What! You are steeped in sin from your birth, and 

you are giving us lectures?" With that they threw him out bodily.  

Instrumental continues.  

When Jesus heard of his expulsion, he sought the man out and 

asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir, 

that I may believe in him?" "You have seen him," Jesus replied, 



53 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

"He is speaking to you now." "I do believe, Lord," he said, and 

the man bowed down to worship him. Then Jesus said: “I came 

into this world to divide it, to make the sightless see and the 

seeing blind."  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

Some of the Pharisees around Him picked this up, saying, "You 

are not counting us in with the blind, are you?" To which Jesus 

replied, "if you were blind, there would be no sin in that. But 'we 

see,' you say, and your sin remains."  

 

Cantor:  Ask me not how!  But I know who hasopened up new worlds to 

me.  This Jesus does what none can do.  I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind, now I see! 

 

Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THE MAN BORN BLIND: JOHN 9: 1-41  

(PRIEST) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind from 

birth. His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, was it his sin or his 

parents' sin that caused him to be born blind?" "Neither," 

answered Jesus. 

 

"It was no sin, either of this man or of his parents. Rather, it was 

to let God's works show forth in him. We must do the deeds of 

the One who sent me while it is day. The night comes on when 

no one can work.  While I am in the world I am the light of the 

world." 

Free instrumental 

Begins 

With that Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva, 

and smeared the man's eyes with the mud. "Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam." So the man went off and washed, and came back able 

to see.  

Free instrumental 

music continues. 

His neighbors and the people who had been accustomed to see 

him begging began to ask, "Isn't this the fellow who used to sit 

and beg?" Some were claiming it was he; others maintained it 

was not but someone who looked like him. The man himself said, 

"I am the one, all right." "How were your eyes opened?" 

 

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary. 

"That man they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, 

telling me to go to Siloam and wash. When I did go and wash, I 

was able to see." "Where is he?" they asked. He replied, "I have 

no idea." 
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Cantor  He healed the darknessof my mind the day he gave my sight to 

me;  It was not sin that made me blind; It was no sinner made me see. 

 

All   I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

Free instrumental 

music continues.  

Next, they took the man who had been born blind to the 

Pharisees. (Note that it was on a Sabbath that Jesus had made the 

mud paste and opened his eyes.) The Pharisees, in turn, began to 

inquire how he had recovered his sight. "He put mud on my eyes. 

I washed it off, and now I can see." This prompted some of the 

Pharisees to assert, "This man cannot be from God because he 

does not keep the Sabbath." Others objected, "If a man is a sinner, 

how can he perform signs like these?" They were sharply divided 

over Him. Then they addressed the blind man again: "Since it 

was your eyes he opened, what do you have to say about him?" 

"He is a prophet." 

Music stops.  

The temple leaders refused to believe that he had really been born 

blind and had begun to see, until they summoned the parents of 

this man who now could see.  

Free instrumental 

music resumes. 

"Is this your son, and if so, do you attest that he was blind at 

birth?  How do you account for the fact that now he can see?" 

His parents answered: "We know this is our son, and we know 

he was blind at birth. But how he can see now, or who opened 

his eyes, we have no idea. Ask him. He is old enough to speak 

for himself."  

Music stops.  

His parents answered in this fashion because they were afraid of 

the temple leaders, who had already agreed among themselves 

that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be 

put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He is 

of age – ask him." 



56 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

A second time they summoned the man who had been born blind.  

Free instrumental.  

"Give glory to God! First of all, we know this man is a sinner." 

"I would not know whether he is a sinner or not." "I know this 

much: 1 was blind before; now 1 can see." They persisted: "Just 

what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

"I have told you once, but you would not listen to me. Why do 

you want to hear it all over again? Do not tell me you want to 

become his disciples too?" "You are the one who is that man's 

disciple. We are disciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to 

Moses, but we have no idea where this man comes from."  

Play introduction 

a last time, then, 

begin with solo. 

 

Cantor:  Let others call my faith a lie or try to stir up doubt in me.  Look 

at me now!  None can deny I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind and now I see. 

 

 

Free instrumental.  

"Well, this is news! You do not know where he comes from, yet 

he opened my eyes. We know that God does not hear sinners, but 

that if someone is devout and obeys God's will, God listens. It is 

unheard of that anyone ever gave sight to a person blind from 

birth. If this man were not from God, he could never have done 

such a thing." "What! You are steeped in sin from your birth, and 

you are giving us lectures?" With that they threw him out bodily.  

Instrumental continues.  

When Jesus heard of his expulsion, he sought the man out and 

asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir, 

that I may believe in him?" "You have seen him," Jesus replied, 
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"He is speaking to you now." "I do believe, Lord," he said, and 

the man bowed down to worship him. Then Jesus said:  

“I came into this world to divide it, to make the sightless see and 

the seeing blind."  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

Some of the Pharisees around Him picked this up, saying, "You 

are not counting us in with the blind, are you?" To which Jesus 

replied, "if you were blind, there would be no sin in that. But 'we 

see,' you say, and your sin remains."  

 

Cantor:  Ask me not how!  But I know who hasopened up new worlds to 

me.  This Jesus does what none can do.  I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind, now I see! 

 

Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THE MAN BORN BLIND: JOHN 9: 1-41  

(PHARISEE AND VOICE) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind from 

birth. His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, was it his sin or his 

parents' sin that caused him to be born blind?" "Neither," 

answered Jesus. 

 

"It was no sin, either of this man or of his parents. Rather, it was 

to let God's works show forth in him. We must do the deeds of 

the One who sent me while it is day. The night comes on when 

no one can work. While I am in the world I am the light of the 

world." 

Free instrumental 

Begins 

With that Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva, 

and smeared the man's eyes with the mud. "Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam." So the man went off and washed, and came back able 

to see.  

Free instrumental 

music continues. 

His neighbors and the people who had been accustomed to see 

him begging began to ask, "Isn't this the fellow who used to sit 

and beg?" Some were claiming it was he; others maintained it 

was not but someone who looked like him. The man himself said, 

"I am the one, all right." "How were your eyes opened?" 

 

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary. 

"That man they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, 

telling me to go to Siloam and wash. When I did go and wash, I 

was able to see." "Where is he?" they asked. He replied, "I have 

no idea." 
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Cantor  He healed the darknessof my mind the day he gave my sight to 

me;  It was not sin that made me blind; It was no sinner made me see. 

 

All   I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

Free instrumental 

music continues.  

Next, they took the man who had been born blind to the 

Pharisees. (Note that it was on a Sabbath that Jesus had made the 

mud paste and opened his eyes.) The Pharisees, in turn, began to 

inquire how he had recovered his sight. "He put mud on my eyes. 

I washed it off, and now I can see." This prompted some of the 

Pharisees to assert, "This man cannot be from God because he 

does not keep the Sabbath." Others objected, "If a man is a sinner, 

how can he perform signs like these?" They were sharply divided 

over Him. Then they addressed the blind man again: "Since it 

was your eyes he opened, what do you have to say about him?" 

"He is a prophet." 

Music stops.  

The temple leaders refused to believe that he had really been born 

blind and had begun to see, until they summoned the parents of 

this man who now could see.  

Free instrumental 

music resumes. 

"Is this your son, and if so, do you attest that he was blind at 

birth?  How do you account for the fact that now he can see?" 

His parents answered: "We know this is our son, and we know 

he was blind at birth. But how he can see now, or who opened 

his eyes, we have no idea. Ask him. He is old enough to speak 

for himself."  

Music stops.  

His parents answered in this fashion because they were afraid of 

the temple leaders, who had already agreed among themselves 

that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be 

put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He is 
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of age – ask him."A second time they summoned the man who 

had been born blind.  

Free instrumental.  

"Give glory to God! First of all, we know this man is a sinner." 

"I would not know whether he is a sinner or not." "I know this 

much: I was blind before; now I can see." They persisted: "Just 

what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

"I have told you once, but you would not listen to me. Why do 

you want to hear it all over again? Do not tell me you want to 

become his disciples too?" "You are the one who is that man's 

disciple. We are disciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to 

Moses, but we have no idea where this man comes from."  

Play introduction 

a last time, then, 

begin with solo. 

 

Cantor:  Let others call my faith a lie or try to stir up doubt in me.  Look 

at me now!  None can deny I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind and now I see. 

 

 

Free instrumental.  

"Well, this is news! You do not know where he comes from, yet 

he opened my eyes. We know that God does not hear sinners, but 

that if someone is devout and obeys God's will, God listens. It is 

unheard of that anyone ever gave sight to a person blind from 

birth. If this man were not from God, he could never have done 

such a thing." "What! You are steeped in sin from your birth, and 

you are giving us lectures?" With that they threw him out bodily.  

Instrumental continues.  

When Jesus heard of his expulsion, he sought the man out and 

asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir, 
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that I may believe in him?" "You have seen him," Jesus replied, 

"He is speaking to you now." "I do believe, Lord," he said, and 

the man bowed down to worship him. Then Jesus said: "I came 

into this world to divide it, to make the sightless see and the 

seeing blind."  

Begin introduction 

to verse and repeat 

as necessary.  

Some of the Pharisees around Him picked this up, saying, "You 

are not counting us in with the blind, are you?" To which Jesus 

replied, "if you were blind, there would be no sin in that. But 'we 

see,' you say, and your sin remains."  

 

Cantor:  Ask me not how!  But I know who hasopened up new worlds to 

me.  This Jesus does what none can do.  I once was blind, and now I see. 

 

All respond: I once was blind, now I see! 

 

Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THIRD SCRUTINY 
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THIRD SCRUTINY 
 

After the homily, the Elect along with their sponsors, will be asked to come forward 

and form a line facing the altar across the first step to the sanctuary. 

 

Deacon: Will the Elect along with their sponsors please come forward. 

 

Presider: 

My brothers and sisters, the community of Sacred Heart and I welcome you 

once again. 

 

A short period of silence is allowed for prayer. 

 

Deacon: (To the Congregation) Please Stand 

 

Presider: 

My brothers and sisters, let us pray for the Elect whom God has chosen.  May 

the grace of the sacraments conform them to Christ in his passion and 

resurrection and enable them to triumph over the bitter fate of death. 

 

Deacon: 

That the Elect may be given the faith to acknowledge Christ as the resurrection 

and the life, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That they may be freed from sin and grow in the holiness that leads to eternal 

life, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:  

That their faith may strengthen them against worldly deceits of every kind, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
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All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That by being liberated from sin through sincere penance they may become 

like Christ, dead to sin and alive for ever in God’s sight, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon:  

That they may be filled with the hope of the life giving Spirit and prepare 

themselves to receiving the sacraments, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

That all of us may walk in newness of life and show to the world the power 

of the risen Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Deacon: 

(Read the intercessions for the sick, deceased and conclude with private 

intension.) 
 

With outstretch hand, the Presider continues . . . 

 

Presider:  

Father, source of all life, in giving life to the living you seek out the image of 

your glory and in raising the dead you reveal your unbounded power. 

 

Rescue the Elect from the tyranny of death, free them from the slavery of 

Satan, the source of sin and death, who seeks to corrupt the world you created 

and saw to be good. Place them under the reign of your beloved Son, that they 

may share in the power of his resurrection and give witness to your glory 

before all. 
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We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

Presider: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you commanded Lazarus to step forth alive from his tomb 

and by your own resurrection freed all people from death. 

 

We pray for these your servants, who eagerly approach the waters of new birth 

and hunger for the banquet of life. 

 

Do not let the power of death hold them back, for, by their faith, they will 

share in the triumph of your resurrection, for you live and reign for ever and 

ever. 

 

All: Amen. 

 

Deacon:   

Would the RCIA Candidates please come forward and join the Elect for the 

Dismissal Prayer. 

 

Presider: 

My dear friends, today the Lord Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead and 

instructed those around him to untie him and let him go free.  Today’s great 

miracle is this:  The Lord releases you from the bondage of sin and promises 

resurrection and new life to all who believe.  As your belief in the Lord 

strengthens and grows, be assured of our loving support and prayers.  We 

eagerly await the day when you will share with us at the table of the Eucharist.  

Now go in the peace of Christ. 

  



66 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS: JOHN 11:1-45  
 

(DEACON) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

 

There was a certain man named Lazarus who was sick. He 

was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

(This Mary ... was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and dried his feet with her hair.)  
Free instrumental  

 

The sisters sent word to Jesus to inform him, "Lord, the one 

you love is sick." Upon hearing this,' Jesus said: 

 

"This sickness is not to end in death; rather it is for God's glory, 

that through it the Son of God may be glorified."  

 

Begin pulsing pattern 

of response instrumentally  

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Free instrumental   Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus very much.  

Yet, after hearing that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two 

days more.  Finally he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea," “Rabbi, 

with the Jews only recently trying to stone you, you are going back up there again?"   

Jesus answered:  

Music stops  

"Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  If a man goes walking 

by day he does not stumble, because he sees the world bathed in 

light. But if he goes walking at night he will stumble  since there 

is no light in him."  
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Free instrumental  After uttering these words he added,  "Our beloved Lazarus 

has fallen asleep, but I am going there to wake him," At this the disciples objected, 

"Lord, if he is asleep his life will be saved."Jesus had been speaking about his 

death, but they thought he meant sleep in the sense of slumber. 

Begin pulsing  

pattern Free 

instrumental   

Finally Jesus said plainly, "Lazarus is dead.   For your sakes I 

am glad I was not there, that you   may come to believe.  In any 

event, let us go to him." Then Thomas said to his fellow 

disciples, "Let us go along, to die with him." 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb four days.  The village was not far 

from Jerusalem-just under two miles -and many Jewish 

people had come out to console Martha and Mary over their 

brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming she 

went to meet him, while Mary sat at home.   Martha said to 

Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here. my brother would never have 

died.   Even now, I am sure that God will give you whatever you 

ask."   "Your brother will rise again,"  Jesus assured her. "I 

know he will rise again, in the resurrection on the last day."  

Free instrumental  

 

"I am the resurrection and the life: whoever believes in me, 

though [they] should die, will come to life; and whoever is alive 

and believes in me will never die.” 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response  

"Do you believe this?"  "Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God: [the one] who is to come 

into the world."  
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All respond   

With Cantor: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!    

 

 

Free instrumental  

 

When she had said this she went back and called her sister Mary. "The teacher 

is here, asking for you." As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and started out 

in his direction. (Actually, Jesus had not yet come into the village but was still 

at the spot where Martha had met him.) 
Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

The Jews who were in the house with Mary consoling her saw 

her get up quickly and go out, so they followed her, thinking 

she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 

to the place where Jesus was, seeing him, she fell at his feet 

and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here my brother would 

never have died."  

All respond 

With Cantor Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out! 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jewish people who had 

accompanied her also weeping, he was troubled in spirit, 

moved by the deepest emotion. "Where have you laid him?" 

"Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep, which caused the 

Jews to remark, "See how much he loved him!" 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 
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But some said, “he opened the eyes of that blind man.  Why 

could he not have done something to stop this man from dying?”  

Once again troubled in spirit, Jesus approached the tomb.  It 

was cave with a stone laid across it. 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response  PAUSE AND WAIT FOR MUSIC 

 

“Take away the stone!"  Martha ... said to him, "Lord, it has 

been four days now; surely there will be a stench!"   “Did I not 

assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God 

displayed?"  Then they took away the stone and Jesus looked 

upward and said:  

 

Begin pulsing pattern, 

building to a climax 

 

"Father, thank you for having heard me. I know that you always 

hear me but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they 

may believe that you sent me." 

Having said this, he called loudly, "Lazarus,come out!"  

All respond 

With Cantor 

3 times building 

in intensity  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

Free instrumental 

The dead man came out, bound hand and foot with linen 

strips, his face wrapped in a cloth. "Untie him, and let him go 

free."  
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This caused many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, 

and had seen what Jesus did, to put their faith in him.  
Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THE RAISING OF LAZARUS: JOHN 11:1-45  
 

(PRIEST) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

 

There was a certain man named Lazarus who was sick. He was 

from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This 

Mary ... was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

dried his feet with her hair.)  

Free instrumental  

 

The sisters sent word to Jesus to inform him, "Lord, the one you 

love is sick." Upon hearing this,' Jesus said: 

 

"This sickness is not to end in death; rather it is for God's 

glory, that through it the Son of God may be glorified."  
 

Begin pulsing pattern 

of response instrumentally  

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Free instrumental   Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus very much.  Yet, 

after hearing that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two days more.  

Finally he said to his disciples,  "Let us go back to Judea," “Rabbi, with the Jews 

only recently trying to stone you, you are going back up there again?"   Jesus 

answered:  

Music stops  

"Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  If a man goes 

walking by day he does not stumble, because he sees the 

world bathed in light. But if he goes walking at night he will 

stumble  since there is no light in him."  
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Free instrumental  After uttering these words he added,  "Our beloved Lazarus 

has fallen asleep, but I am going there to wake him," At this the disciples 

objected,  "Lord, if he is asleep his life will be saved." Jesus had been speaking about 

his death, but they thought he meant sleep in the sense of slumber. 

Begin pulsing  

pattern Free 

instrumental   

Finally Jesus said plainly, "Lazarus is dead.   For your sakes I 

am glad I was not there, that you   may come to believe.  In 

any event, let us go to him." Then Thomas said to his fellow 

disciples, "Let us go along, to die with him." 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb four days.  The village was not far from 

Jerusalem-just under two miles -and many Jewish people had 

come out to console Martha and Mary over their brother.  When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming she went to meet him, while 

Mary sat at home.   Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here. my brother would never have died.   Even now, I am sure 

that God will give you whatever you ask."   "Your brother will 

rise again," Jesus assured her.  "I know he will rise again, in the 

resurrection on the last day."  

Free instrumental  

 

"I am the resurrection and the life: whoever believes in me, 

though [they] should die, will come to life; and whoever is 

alive and believes in me will never die.” 
Begin pulsing  

pattern of response    

"Do you believe this?"  "Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God: [the one] who is to come 

into the world."  
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All respond   

With Cantor: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

 

 

Free instrumental When she had said this she went back and called her sister Mary. 

"The teacher is here, asking for you." As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and 

started out in his direction. (Actually, Jesus had not yet come into the village but was 

still at the spot where Martha had met him.) 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

The Jews who were in the house with Mary consoling her saw 

her get up quickly and go out, so they followed her, thinking she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came to the 

place where Jesus was, seeing him, she fell at his feet and said to 

him, "Lord, if you had been here my brother would never have 

died."  

All respond 

With Cantor Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out! 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jewish people who had 

accompanied her also weeping, he was troubled in spirit, moved 

by the deepest emotion. "Where have you laid him?" "Lord, 

come and see." Jesus began to weep, which caused the Jews to 

remark, "See how much he loved him!" 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response  

 

But some said, “he opened the eyes of that blind man.  Why could 

he not have done something to stop this man from dying?”  Once 
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again troubled in spirit, Jesus approached the tomb.  It was cave 

with a stone laid across it. 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response PAUSE AND WAIT FOR MUSIC 

 

“Take away the stone!"  Martha ... said to him, "Lord, it has 

been four days now; surely there will be a stench!"   “Did I not 

assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God 

displayed?" Then they took away the stone and Jesus looked 

upward and said:  

Begin pulsing pattern, 

building to a climax 

 

"Father, thank you for having heard me. I know that you 

always hear me but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, 

that they may believe that you sent me." 
 

Having said this, he called loudly, "Lazarus, come out!"  

All respond 

With Cantor 

3 times building 

in intensity  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

Free instrumental 

The dead man came out, bound hand and foot with linen strips, 

his face wrapped in a cloth. "Untie him, and let him go free."  

 

This caused many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 

had seen what Jesus did, to put their faith in him.  
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Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THE RAISING OF LAZARUS: JOHN 11:1-45  
 

(VOICE) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

 

There was a certain man named Lazarus who was sick. He was 

from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This 

Mary ... was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

dried his feet with her hair.)  

Free instrumental  

 

The sisters sent word to Jesus to inform him, "Lord, the one you 

love is sick." Upon hearing this,' Jesus said: 

 

"This sickness is not to end in death; rather it is for God's glory, 

that through it the Son of God may be glorified."  

 

Begin pulsing pattern 

of response instrumentally  

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Free instrumental   Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus very much.  Yet, 

after hearing that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two days more.  

Finally he said to his disciples,  "Let us go back to Judea,"  “Rabbi, with the Jews 

only recently trying to stone you, you are going back up there again?"  Jesus 

answered:  

Music stops  

"Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  If a man goes walking 

by day he does not stumble, because he sees the world bathed in 

light. But if he goes walking at night he will stumble  since there 

is no light in him."  
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Free instrumental  After uttering these words he added,  "Our beloved Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I am going there to wake him," At this the disciples objected,  

"Lord, if he is asleep his life will be saved." Jesus had been speaking about his 

death, but they thought he meant sleep in the sense of slumber. 

Begin pulsing  

pattern Free 

instrumental   

Finally Jesus said plainly, "Lazarus is dead.   For your sakes I am 

glad I was not there, that you   may come to believe.  In any event, 

let us go to him." Then Thomas said to his fellow disciples, "Let 

us go along, to die with him." 
 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb four days.  The village was not far from 

Jerusalem-just under two miles -and many Jewish people had 

come out to console Martha and Mary over their brother.  When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming she went to meet him, while 

Mary sat at home.   Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here. my brother would never have died.   Even now, I am sure 

that God will give you whatever you ask."   "Your brother will 

rise again," Jesus assured her.  "I know he will rise again, in the 

resurrection on the last day."  

Free instrumental  

 

"I am the resurrection and the life: whoever believes in me, 

though [they] should die, will come to life; and whoever is alive 

and believes in me will never die.” 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response  

"Do you believe this?"  "Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God: [the one] who is to come 

into the world."  
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All respond   

With Cantor: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out! 

 

 

 

Free instrumental When she had said this she went back and called her sister Mary. 

"The teacher is here, asking for you." As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and 

started out in his direction. (Actually, Jesus had not yet come into the village but was 

still at the spot where Martha had met him.) 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

The Jews who were in the house with Mary consoling her saw 

her get up quickly and go out, so they followed her, thinking she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came to the 

place where Jesus was, seeing him, she fell at his feet and said to 

him, "Lord, if you had been here my brother would never have 

died."  

All respond 

With Cantor Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out! 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jewish people who had 

accompanied her also weeping, he was troubled in spirit, moved 

by the deepest emotion. "Where have you laid him?" "Lord, 

come and see." Jesus began to weep, which caused the Jews to 

remark, "See how much he loved him!" 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

But some said, “he opened the eyes of that blind man.  Why 

could he not have done something to stop this man from 
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dying?” Once again troubled in spirit, Jesus approached the 

tomb.  It was cave with a stone laid across it. 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response PAUSE AND WAIT FOR MUSIC 

 

“Take away the stone!" Martha ... said to him, "Lord, it has been 

four days now; surely there will be a stench!"   “Did I not assure 

you that if you believed you would see the glory of God 

displayed?" Then they took away the stone and Jesus looked 

upward and said:  

 

Begin pulsing pattern, 

building to a climax 

 

"Father, thank you for having heard me. I know that you always 

hear me but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they 

may believe that you sent me." 

 

Having said this, he called loudly, "Lazarus, come out!"  

All respond 

With Cantor 

3 times building 

in intensity  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

Free instrumental 

The dead man came out, bound hand and foot with linen strips, 

his face wrapped in a cloth. "Untie him, and let him go free."  
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This caused many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 

had seen what Jesus did, to put their faith in him.  

Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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THE RAISING OF LAZARUS: JOHN 11:1-45  
 

(WOMAN’S PART) 

A reading from the holy gospel according to John.  

 

There was a certain man named Lazarus who was sick. He was 

from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This 

Mary ... was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

dried his feet with her hair.)  

Free instrumental  

 

The sisters sent word to Jesus to inform him, "Lord, the one you 

love is sick." Upon hearing this,' Jesus said: 

 

"This sickness is not to end in death; rather it is for God's glory, 

that through it the Son of God may be glorified."  

 

Begin pulsing pattern 

of response instrumentally  

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Free instrumental   Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus very much.  Yet, 

after hearing that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two days more.  

Finally he said to his disciples,  "Let us go back to Judea," “Rabbi, with the Jews 

only recently trying to stone you, you are going back up there again?"   Jesus 

answered:  

Music stops  

"Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  If a man goes walking 

by day he does not stumble, because he sees the world bathed in 

light. But if he goes walking at night he will stumble  since there 

is no light in him."  
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Free instrumental  After uttering these words he added,  "Our beloved Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I am going there to wake him," At this the disciples objected,  

"Lord, if he is asleep his life will be saved." Jesus had been speaking about his death, 

but they thought he meant sleep in the sense of slumber. 

Begin pulsing  

pattern Free 

instrumental   

Finally Jesus said plainly, "Lazarus is dead.   For your sakes I am 

glad I was not there, that you   may come to believe.  In any event, 

let us go to him." Then Thomas said to his fellow disciples, "Let 

us go along, to die with him." 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   

 

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb four days.  The village was not far from 

Jerusalem-just under two miles -and many Jewish people had 

come out to console Martha and Mary over their brother.  When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming she went to meet him, while 

Mary sat at home.   Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here. my brother would never have died.   Even now, I am 

sure that God will give you whatever you ask."   "Your brother 

will rise again,"  Jesus assured her.  "I know he will rise again, 

in the resurrection on the last day."  
Free instrumental  

 

"I am the resurrection and the life: whoever believes in me, 

though [they] should die, will come to life; and whoever is alive 

and believes in me will never die.” 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response  

"Do you believe this?"  "Yes, Lord, I have come to believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God: [the one] who is to come 

into the world."  
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All respond   

With Cantor: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

 

Free instrumental When she had said this she went back and called her sister Mary. 

"The teacher is here, asking for you." As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and 

started out in his direction. (Actually, Jesus had not yet come into the village but was 

still at the spot where Martha had met him.) 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

The Jews who were in the house with Mary consoling her saw 

her get up quickly and go out, so they followed her, thinking she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came to the 

place where Jesus was, seeing him, she fell at his feet and said to 

him, "Lord, if you had been here my brother would never 

have died."  
All respond 

With Cantor Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out! 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jewish people who had 

accompanied her also weeping, he was troubled in spirit, moved 

by the deepest emotion. "Where have you laid him?" "Lord, 

come and see." Jesus began to weep, which caused the Jews to 

remark, "See how much he loved him!" 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response 

 

But some said, “he opened the eyes of that blind man.  Why could 

he not have done something to stop this man from dying?”  Once 
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again troubled in spirit, Jesus approached the tomb.  It was cave 

with a stone laid across it. 

 

Cantor:  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

All respond: Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Begin pulsing 

pattern of response PAUSE AND WAIT FOR MUSIC 

 

“Take away the stone!"  Martha ... said to him, "Lord, it has 

been four days now; surely there will be a stench!"  “Did I not 

assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God 

displayed?" Then they took away the stone and Jesus looked 

upward and said:  

 

Begin pulsing pattern, 

building to a climax 

 

"Father, thank you for having heard me. I know that you always 

hear me but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they 

may believe that you sent me." 

 

Having said this, he called loudly, "Lazarus,come out!"  

All respond 

With Cantor 

3 times building 

in intensity  Take the stone away!   Come out!   Come out! 

 

Take the stone away!   Come out!  

 

Free instrumental 

The dead man came out, bound hand and foot with linen strips, 

his face wrapped in a cloth. "Untie him, and let him go free."  
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This caused many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 

had seen what Jesus did, to put their faith in him.  

Music fades 

to silence  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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SOLEMN VIGIL OF EASTER 
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Invite the people to gather outside for the service of light. 

Solemn Beginning of the Vigil 

The Service of Light 

Presider: Good evening.  Welcome to the celebration of the Easter Vigil. 

 

Buenas noches.  Bienvenidos a la celebración de la Vigilia Pascual. 

Christ has conquered sin and death by his death and resurrection.  The 

fire represents the light of Christ that illuminates our world and our 

lives.  The candle represent the Risen Christ.  It will burn during the 

Easter season and also during the celebrations of baptism and funerals 

to remind us that we are guided by Christ’s light, in life and in death. 

Cristo ha vencido el pecado y la muerte por su muerte y su resurrección.  

Este fuego representa la luz de Cristo que ilumina nuestro mundo y 

nuestras vidas.  Esta vela Pascual representa Cristo resucitado.  

Quemará durante la temporada Pascual y también durante las 

celebraciones de los bautismos y las exequias para recordarnos estamos 

guiados por la luz de Cristo, en la vida y en la muerte. 
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Presider: Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), on this most sacred night, in 

which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, the Church 

calls upon her sons and daughters, scattered throughout the world, to 

come together to watch and pray.  If we keep the memorial of the 

Lord’s Pascal solemnity in this way, listening to His word and 

celebrating His mysteries, then we shall have the sure hope of sharing 

his triumph over death and living with Him in God. 

 Hermanos: en esta noche santa, en que nuestro Señor Jesucristo pasó de 

la muerte a la vida, la Iglesia invita a todos sus hijos, diseminados por el 

mundo, a que se reúnen para velar en oración.  Conmemoremos, pues, 

juntos, la Pascua del Señor escuchando su palabra y participando en sus 

sacramentos, con la esperanza cierta de participar también en un triunfo 

sobre la muerte y de vivir con él para siempre en Dios. 

 

Blessing of the Fire 

Presider:  Oremos, (pause for silent prayer) 

Dios nuestro, que por medio de tu Hijo nos has comunicado el fuego de 

tu divina, bendice  este fuego nuevo, y haz que estas fiestas pascuales 

enciendan en nosotros el deseo del cielo, para que podamos, llegar con un 

espíritu renovado a la fiesta gloriosa de tu Reino.  Por Jesucristo nuestro 

Señor. 

 Let us pray.  (pause for silent prayer) 
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 O God, who through your Son bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your 

glory, sanctify  this new fire, we pray, and grant that, by these paschal 

celebrations, we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, that with 

minds made pure, we may attain festivities of unending splendor. Through 

Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

Lighting of the Candle 

 Deacon or acolyte brings the Easter Candle to the Presider.  Presider traces the 

 

Presider: Christ yesterday and today (Cristo ayer y hoy)  

(trace vertical beam of cross) 

 the beginning and the end (principio y fin)  

(trace horizontal arm) 

 Alpha (trace alpha above the cross)  

and Omega (trace omega below the cross) 

 all time belongs to him (suyo es el tiempo) 

(the 1st number upper left) 

 and all the ages (y la eternidad) 

(the 2nd number upper right) 
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 to him be glory and power (a él la gloria y el poder) 

(the 3rd number lower left) 

 through every age for ever (por los siglos de los siglos) 

(the 4th number lower right) 

All: Amen. 

Presider then inserts the five grains of incense in the candle following the number 

sequence below and says: 

Presider:                                                              1 

wounds 

                                        4 2 5 

 

 3 

The Presider lights the candle from the new fire saying: 

 May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts 

and minds. 

 Que la luz de Cristo resucitando en gloria disipe las tinieblas de nuestros 

corazones y de nuestros espíritus. 

 Yesterday, the cross was carried into the Church as the instrument of 

Jesus’ saving death.  Tonight, the Easter Candle is carried into the 

Church, the symbol of the victory of the Risen Lord.  As the Jews were 

saved from death and slavery by following the pillar of fire, so we, find 

salvation, freedom and new life by following the light of the Risen 

Christ. 
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 Ayer, llevamos la cruz a iglesia como instrumento de la muerte 

salvadora de Jesús.  Esta noche, llevamos la vela Pascual a la iglesia, un 

símbolo de la victoria del Señor resucitado.  Como los Judíos se salvaron 

de la muerte y de la esclavitud en siguiendo la columna de fuego, 

nosotros también, encontremos la salvación, la libertad y la vida nueva 

en siguiendo la luz de Cristo resucitado. 

Instruct the people to process in after the Easter Candle, ministers and elect with 

their sponsors.  Do not light other candles from the holy fire. 

Procession 

When the candle has been lit, one of the ministers takes burning coals from the 

fire and places them in the thurible, and the Priest puts incense into it in the usual 

way. The Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, another suitable minister, takes the 

paschal candle and a procession forms. The thurifer with the smoking thurible 

precedes the Deacon or other minister who carries the paschal candle. After them 

follows the Priest with the ministers and the people, all holding in their hands 

unlit candles. 

 

At the door of the church the Deacon, standing and raising up the candle, sings: 

Deacon: 

 
All: 

 
Then the Deacon moves forward to the middle of the church. The ministers 

light small candles from Easter Candle and pass the flame to the 

congregation. Standing and raising up the candle, the deacon sings a second 

time: 
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Deacon: 

 
All: 

 

When the Deacon arrives before the altar, he stands facing the people, raises up 

the candle and sings a third time: 

Deacon: 

 
All: 

 
Congregation is to remain standing. Concelebrants and deacons go to their chair.  

The deacon places candle in stand and Presider incenses the candle. 

 

The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) 
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Arriving at the altar, the Priest goes to his chair, gives his candle to a minister, 

puts incense into the thurible and blesses the incense as at the Gospel at Mass. 

The Deacon goes to the Priest and saying, Your blessing, Father, asks for and 

receives a blessing from the Priest, who says in a low voice: 

 

May the Lord be in your heart and on your lips, that you may proclaim his 

paschal praise worthily and well, in the name of the Father and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

The Deacon replies: Amen. 

 

This blessing is omitted if the Proclamation is made by someone who is not a 

Deacon. 

Deacon: Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, exult, let Angel ministers of 

God exult, let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty King’s 

triumph!  Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with 

light from her eternal King, let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing 

an end to gloom and darkness. 

 Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed with the lightning of 

his glory, let this holy building shake with joy, filled with the mighty 

voices of the people. 

Deacon: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Deacon: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right and just. 

Deacon: It is truly right and just,  with ardent love of mind and heart and with 

devoted service of our voice, to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty 

Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten. 
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 Who for our sake paid Adam's debt to the eternal Father, and, pouring 

out his own dear Blood, wiped clean the record of our ancient 

sinfulness. 

 These, then, are the feasts of Passover,  

in which is slain the Lamb, the one true Lamb, whose Blood anoints 

the doorposts of believers. 

 This is the night, when once you led our forebears, Israel's children, 

from slavery in Egypt and made them pass dry-shod through the Red 

Sea. 

 This is the night that with a pillar of fire  

banished the darkness of sin. 

 This is the night that even now, throughout the world, sets Christian 

believers apart from worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, leading 

them to grace and joining them to his holy ones.  

 This is the night, when Christ broke the prison-bars of death and rose 

victorious from the underworld.  

 Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed.  

O wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all 

telling, to ransom a slave you gave away your Son!  

 O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death of 

Christ! O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!  

 O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour when 

Christ rose from the underworld!  

 This is the night of which it is written: The night shall be as bright as 

day, dazzling is the night for me, and full of gladness.  
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 The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, washes faults 

away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out 

hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the mighty.  

 On this, your night of grace, O holy Father, accept this candle, a 

solemn offering, the work of bees and of your servants' hands, an 

evening sacrifice of praise, this gift from your most holy Church.  

 But now we know the praises of this pillar, which glowing fire ignites 

for God's honor, a fire into many flames divided, yet never dimmed 

by sharing of its light, for it is fed by melting wax, drawn out by 

mother bees to build a torch so precious.  

 O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of 

earth, and divine to the human.  

 Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle, hallowed to the 

honor of your name, may persevere undimmed, to overcome the 

darkness of this night. Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, and let it 

mingle with the lights of heaven.  

 May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star:  

the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, who, coming 

back from death's domain, has shed his peaceful light on humanity, and 

lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

Following the Exsultet, ask all to extinguish their candles and be seated. 

Presider: Dear brethren (brothers and sisters) now that we have begun our 

solemn Vigil, let us listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God.  Let 

us meditate on how God in times past saved his people and in these, 

the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer.  Let us pray that 

our God may complete this paschal work of salvation by the fullness 

of redemption. 
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 Hermanos, con el pregón solemne de la Pascua, hemos entrado ya en 

la noche santa de la resurrección del Señor. Escuchemos con 

recogimiento la palabra de Dios. Meditemos como, en la antigua 

alianza, Dios salvó a su pueblo y en la plenitud de los tiempos, envió 

al mundo a su Hijo para que nos redimiera.  Oremos para que Dios, 

nuestro Padre, conduzca a su plenitud esta obra de salvación, iniciado 

con la muerte y resurrección de Jesucristo. 

Liturgy of the Word 

Lector: Genesis 1:1 

Choir: Responsorial Psalm 

Presider: Let us pray.  (pause for silent prayer) 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, who are wonderful in the ordering of 

all your works, may those you have redeemed understand that there 

exists nothing more marvelous than the world’s creation in the 

beginning except that, at the end of the ages, Christ our Passover has 

been sacrificed. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

Lector: Exodus 14:15 

Choir: Responsorial Psalm 



97 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

Presider: Let us pray.  (pause for silent prayer) 

 

O God, whose ancient wonders remain undimmed in splendor even in 

our day, for what you once bestowed on a single people, freeing them 

from Pharaoh’s persecution by the power of your right hand, now you 

bring about as the salvation of the nations through the waters of 

rebirth, grant, we pray, that the whole world may become children of 

Abraham and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Lector: Isaiah 55:1-11  (Proclaimed in Spanish) 

Choir: Responsorial Psalm 

Presider: Oremos.  (pause for silent prayer) 

 

Dios todopoderoso y eterno, única esperanza del mundo, tú que 

anunciaste por la voz de tus profetas los misterios que estamos 

celebrando esta noche, infunde en nuestros corazones la gracia de tu 

Espíritu, para que podamos vivir una vida digna de tu redención Por 

Jesucristo, nuestro Senor. 

All: Amen. 

Gloria 

The Gloria will be sung by the Choir.  Altar Server vigorously rings hand bells 

while the Church lights are turned on slowly in sequence beginning with the 

cross, overhead lights and then the side lights.  Altar Guild ladies will process in 

with Altar linens to prepare the Altar.  Flowers are brought in and placed on the 

saucers where flowers are to be set.  Altar servers place candles by the Ambo. 

 

After the hymn, the Priest says the Collect in the usual way. 
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Presider: Let us pray.  (pause for silent prayer) 

 

O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the glory of the 

Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, so 

that, renewed in body and mind, we may render you undivided 

service. 

 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

Epistle 

Lector: Roman 6:3-11 

Gospel Acclamation is sung. The thurible and incense are brought to the Presider 

for the Gospel Proclamation. The Deacon of the Word processes the Book of the 

Gospels to congregation. 

Gospel 

Deacon: Mark 16:1-7 

Homily 

 

The Sacraments of Initiation 

The celebration of baptism begins after the homily.  One deacon goes to the 

ambo. A second deacon gets the Easter Candle and walks to the front center of 

the aisle and faces the altar. 

Deacon: Father, I am pleased to present to you and our parish community the 

Elect who have been faithfully attending the Rite of Christian 

Initiation classes at Sacred Heart Church.  They have been following 

in the footsteps of Jesus Christ in answer to his call.  They have 
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completed their studies, have been presented to our Bishop Jose 

Gomez, and now ask to be baptized and received into the Catholic 

Church.  My dear brothers and sisters, as your name is called, please 

stand. 

The deacon reads the names of those to be baptized from separate page. Sponsors 

also stand and, with their Elect, line up behind the deacon with the paschal 

candle.  

 

The deacon with the paschal candle escorts those to be baptized and their 

sponsors to the sanctuary where they form a line behind the altar facing the 

congregation. 

Presider: Dearly beloved, with one heart and one soul, let us by our prayers 

come to the aid of these our brothers and sisters in their blessed hope, 

so that, as they approach the font of rebirth, the almighty Father may 

bestow on them all his merciful help. 

Deacon returns the Easter Candle to the candle stand. The  congregation is asked 

to stand while the Litany of the Saints is sung. 

Following the Litany of Saints; presider, with server holding binder, goes down 

into the nave, facing the altar, and with hands extended towards the elect says: 

Presider: Almighty ever-living God, be present by the mysteries of your great 

love and send forth the spirit of adoption to create the new peoples 

brought to birth for you in the font of Baptism, so that what is to be 

carried out by our humble service may be brought to fulfillment by 

your mighty power. 

All: Amen 

Blessing of the Water 
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An altar server joins Presider near the baptismal font and holds book for Presider.  

A deacon brings the Easter Candle down to the baptismal font in preparation for 

the blessing of the water. 

 

The Presider then blesses the baptismal water, saying the following prayer with 

hands extended: 

Presider: O God, who by invisible power accomplish a wondrous effect 

through sacramental signs and who in many ways have prepared 

water, your creation, to show forth the grace of Baptism; 

 

O God, whose Spirit in the first moments of the world's creation 

hovered over the waters, so that the very substance of water would 

even then take to itself the power to sanctify; 

 

O God, who by the outpouring of the flood foreshadowed 

regeneration, so that from the mystery of one and the same element of 

water would come an end to vice and a beginning of virtue; 

 

O God, who caused the children of Abraham to pass dryshod through 

the Red Sea, so that the chosen people, set free from slavery to 

Pharaoh, would prefigure the people of the baptized; 

 

O God, whose Son, baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, was 

anointed with the Holy Spirit, and, as he hung upon the Cross, gave 

forth water from his side along with blood, and after his Resurrection, 

commanded his disciples:  "Go forth, teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," look 

now, we pray, upon the face of your Church and graciously unseal for 

her the fountain of Baptism.   

 

May this water receive by the Holy Spirit the grace of your Only 

Begotten Son, so that human nature, created in your image and 

washed clean through the Sacrament of Baptism from all the squalor 

of the life of old, may be found worthy to rise to the life of newborn 

children through water and the Holy Spirit. 
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Before continuing, the deacon hands the Easter Candle to the presider who 

lowers the candle into the water one or three times holding it there until the 

acclamation at the end of the blessing. 

Presider: May the power of the Holy Spirit, O Lord, we pray, come down 

through your Son into the fullness of this font, so that all who have 

been buried with Christ by Baptism into death may rise again to life 

with him.  

 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

As the choir sings “Springs of Life” after the blessing of the water, the deacon 

returns the Easter Candle to the stand.  The Presider turns toward those to be 

baptized in the sanctuary and continues. 

Renunciation of Sin 

Presider: My dearest elect, you have come here for baptism by water and the 

Holy Spirit.  You are to receive the gift of new life from God.  You 

must make it your constant care to practice the faith.  See that the 

divine life which God gives you is kept safe from the poison of sin, to 

grow always stronger in your heart.  If your faith makes you ready to 

accept this responsibility, state now the vows of your baptism. 

 Do you renounce sin so as to live in the freedom of God’s children? 

Elect: I do. 

Presider: Do you renounce the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery 

over you? 
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Elect: I do. 

Presider: Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin? 

Elect: I do. 

Profession of Faith 

Presider: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth? 

Elect: I do. 

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from 

the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

Elect: I do. 

Presider: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting? 

Elect: I do. 

Presider: This is our faith.  This is the faith of the Church.  We are proud to 

profess it, in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
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Invite the congregation to sit so all may see the baptisms. 

 

One of the deacons will call each person to be baptized by name.  With their 

sponsor they come from the sanctuary to the font.  Their sponsor places their 

right hand on the shoulder of the candidate.  Once baptized, they go to the 

Adoration Chapel or sacristy where they will change from brown robe to white 

robe.  They will proceed outside to the front of the Church waiting to re-enter 

from the vestibule in procession escorted by the deacon with the Easter Candle. 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises 

While newly baptized are changing robes, the presider continues addressing the 

congregation: 

Presider: Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), through the paschal mystery we 

have been buried with Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with 

Him in newness of life. And so, now that our Lenten observance is 

concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, by which we 

once renounced Satan and his works and promised to serve God in the 

holy Catholic Church.  

And so I ask you: 

Presider: Do you renounce Satan?  ¿Renunciamos ustedes a Satanás? 

All: I do. 

Presider: And all his works?   ¿Y a todas sus obras? 

All: I do. 

Presider: And all his empty show?   ¿Y a todas sus seduccciones? 

All: I do. 
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Presider: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth? 

All: I do. 

Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from 

the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

All: I do. 

Presider: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting? 

All: I do. 

Presider: And may almighty God, the father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us 

forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

for eternal life. 

All: Amen. 

The presider invites the congregation to hold out any items they want blessed. He 

and other ministers sprinkle the congregation with the blessed baptismal water.  

Assigned persons will come forward to obtain water from the font to fill the 

small fonts located at all of the doors to the church.  The choir continues to sing 

after the Sprinkling Rite until the newly baptized are ready in the vestibule. 
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A minister of hospitality must open the outside door to let in newly baptized. 

Once all are in the vestibule, give a signal to the deacon to come back with the 

Easter Candle to lead the newly baptized into the church where they form a line 

facing the congregation standing on the floor in front of the altar. 

 

The deacon invites the sponsors to come forward to join their candidates 

 

Clothing with the Baptismal Garment 

Presider: My brothers and sisters, you have become a new creation and have 

clothed yourselves in Christ.  Your white garment symbolizes your 

new life in Christ.  May that life be brought unstained to the 

judgement seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that you may have 

everlasting life. 

Baptized: Amen. 

Presentation of the Baptismal Candle 

The Presider takes candle from sponsor, lights it and hands candle to newly 

baptized saying: 

Presider: Receive the light of Christ. 

Presider: You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk always as children of the 

light and keep the flame of faith alive in your hearts. When the Lord 

comes, may you go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly 

kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Baptized: Amen. 

The newly baptized and their sponsors return to their seats. 

Celebration of Confirmation 
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Deacon: Father, I present to you and the community of Sacred Heart Church 

our newly baptized who desire to complete their initiation and to be in 

full communion with the Catholic Church.  Will those to be 

confirmed please stand. 

Those to be confirmed stand in their pews. The presider addresses the new 

baptized: 

Presider: My dear newly baptized, born again in Christ by baptism, you have 

become members of Christ and of his priestly people.  Now you are to 

share in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit among us, the Spirit sent by 

the Lord upon his apostles at Pentecost and given by them and their 

successors to the baptized. 

 The promised strength of the Holy Spirit, which you are to receive, 

will make you more like Christ and help you to be witnesses to his 

suffering, death, and resurrection.  It will strengthen you to be active 

members of the Church and to build up the Body of Christ in faith and 

love. 

The presider addresses the congregation: 

 My dear friends, let us pray to God our Father, that he will pour out 

the Holy Spirit on these candidates for confirmation, to strengthen 

them with his gifts and anoint them to be more like Christ, the Son of 

God. 

Deacon: When you name is called, please come forward along with your 

sponsor. 

The deacon calls the candidates forward individually. The candidates and their 

sponsors are to exit their pews and come forward to be confirmed.  Sponsors will 

stand to the right and behind their candidate. 

Prayer over the Candidates 
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The presider extends his hands over the candidates and prays over them in 

silence.  Then the Presider with outstretched hands says the following prayer: 

Presider: All-powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by water and the 

Holy Spirt, you freed your sons and daughters from sin and gave them 

new life. Send your Holy Spirit upon them to be their helper and their 

guide. Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

right judgement and courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence. 

Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

Anointing with Chrism 

The Holy Chrism is brought to the Presider by a deacon.   

Deacon: When you name is called, please come forward along with your 

sponsor. 

The deacon calls the candidates forward individually. The candidates and their 

sponsors are to exit their pews and come forward to be confirmed.  Sponsors will 

stand to the right and behind their candidate. 

Presider: N., BE SEALED WITH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Cand: Amen. 

Presider: Peace be with you. 

Cand: And with your spirit. 

The presider returns to chair to wash hands. 

Rite of Holy Matrimony 

Presider: Will those couples who are to have their marriage validated along 

with their witnesses, please come forward. 
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 My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the 

Lord may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the 

Church’s minister and this community. Christ abundantly blesses this 

love.  He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he 

strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the 

duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. 

 And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your 

intentions. 

Standing in front of each couple, he separately asks their consent: 

Presider: Have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves 

to each other in marriage? 

 

Will you love and honor each other as husband and wife for the rest 

of your lives? 

 

Will you accept children lovingly from God, and bring them up 

according to the law of Christ and his Church? 

 Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, join your right hands, 

and declare your consent before God and his Church. 
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Presider: (Groom) N., please repeat after me: 

 

I N. take you N. to be my wife.  I promise to be true to you in good 

times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor 

you all the days of my life. 

 

(Bride) N., please repeat after me: 

I N. take you N. to be my husband.  I promise to be true to you in 

good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and 

honor you all the days of my life. 

Presider: You have declared your consent before the Church.  May the Lord in 

his goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with his 

blessings. 

 

What God has joined, men must not divide. 

All: Amen. 

The presider then blesses the rings, saying: 

Presider: Lord, bless these rings which we bless  in your name. Grant that 

those who wear them may always have a deep faith in each other.  

May they do your will and always live together in peace, good will 

and love. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Presider: N., place your wife’s ring on her ring finger and repeat after me: 

 

Take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  In the name name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Presider: N., place your husband’s ring on his ring finger and repeat after me: 

 

Take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  In the name name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Prayers of the Faithful 

Presider: My brothers and sisters, with joy at Christ's rising from the dead, let 

us turn to God our Father in prayer. He heard and answered the 

prayers of the Son he loved so much; let us trust that he will hear our 

petitions. 

Deacon: Por el Santo Padre y todos los creyentes, para que su fe en la 

resurrección los haga alegres mensajeros de la salvación, oremos al 

Señor. 

All: Roguemos al Señor. 

Deacon: For community leaders, preachers, and teachers, that their public acts 

proclaim justice and mercy for all, we pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Deacon: Por los que no han escuchado o que no han creído, para que sus 

corazones se conmuevan por el ejemplo de los que proclaman la 

resurrección del Señor, oremos al Señor. 

All: Roguemos al Señor. 

Deacon: For all those who have received the Easter sacraments tonight, that 

their faith continue to deepen throughout their lives, we pray to the 

Lord. 
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All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Deacon: Por los miembros de esta comunidad Eucaristica, para que su 

comprensión del Misterio Pascual los haga crecer diariamente, 

oremos al Señor. 

All: Roguemos al Señor. 

Deacon: For all who are sick and suffering, that they receive healing, hope and 

tender love, especially for: (add names separate page) we pray to the 

Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Deacon: Por quienes han muerto, para que se encuentren con su Salvador en el 

paraíso, especialmente: (lea los nombres de muerto en la pagina 

separado), oremos al Señor. 

All: Roguemos al Señor. 

Deacon: For the prayers we hold in the silence of our hearts (please pause) we 

pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Presider: Father, you know the many different needs your people have in this 

life.  Hear us and answer the prayers of all who believe in you. We 

ask this through Christ out Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

The neophytes go to the back of the Church to bring forward the gifts. The 

remainder of the Liturgy of Eucharist proceeds as normal, except that the 

presider invites the neophytes to come into the Sanctuary after the preparation of 

the gifts. 
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Concluding Rite 

Prayer after Communion 

Presider: Let us pray. 

 

Pour out on us, O Lord, the Spirit of you love, and in your kindness 

make those you have nourished by this Pascal Sacrament one in mind 

and heart.  

 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Solemn Blessing 

Deacon: Bow down for the blessing. 

Presider: May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter Solemnity and, 

in his compassion, defend you from every assault of sin. 

All: Amen. 

Presider: And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of his 

Only Begotten, endow you with the prize of immortality. 

All: Amen. 

Presider: Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may 

you who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast come with 

Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated 

in eternal joy. 

All: Amen. 
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Presider: And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father,  and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever. 

All: Amen. 

Deacon: 

 
All: 
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RITE OF INITIATION OF CANDIDATES 
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CELEBRATION OF RECEPTION 
  

Deacon goes to the ambo to read the names of those to be received from other 

Christian denominations.  Each person will stand in their place as their name is 

called. 

 

Deacon: Father, I present to you those who have come to us from another Christian 

denomination. They have faithfully completed their journey with us, and desires to 

be received into the Catholic Church. 

 

Please stand as your name is called. 

 

Presider:  My brothers and sisters, by your own will you have asked to be received 

into the Roman Catholic Church.  You have made your decision after careful 

thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  I now invite you in the presence of 

this faith community to profess the Catholic faith.  In this faith you will be one 

with us for the first time at the Eucharistic table of the Lord Jesus, the sign of the 

Church’s unity. 

 

All: I believe and profess all that the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches, and 

proclaims to be revealed by God. 

 

Presider:  The Lord receives you into the Catholic Church.  His living kindness has 

led you here, so that in the unity of the Holy Spirit you may have full communion 

with us in the faith that you have professed in the presence of his family. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 

 

Deacon: Father, I present to you and the community of Sacred Heart Church those 

here who are to complete their initiation and desire to be in full communion with 

the Catholic Church.  As your name is called, please stand. 

 

(Deacon reads names from separate page.) 
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Presider: My dear friends, born in Christ by your baptism, you are members of 

Christ and of his priestly people.  Now you are to share in the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit among us, the Spirit sent by the Lord upon his apostles at Pentecost 

and given by them and their successors to the baptized. 

 

The promised strength of the Holy Spirit, which you are to receive, will make you 

more like Christ and help you to be witnesses to his suffering, death, and 

resurrection.  It will strengthen you to be active members of the Church and to 

build up the Body of Christ in faith and love. 

 

Presider addressing the congregation: 

 

My dear friends, let us pray to God our Father, that he will pour out the Holy Spirit 

on these candidates for confirmation, to strengthen them with his gifts and anoint 

them to be more like Christ, the Son of God. 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

Presider, after silent prayer, standing in front of the candidates and with 

outstretched hands says the following prayer: 

 

Presider: All-powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by water and the Holy 

Spirt, you freed your sons and daughters from sin and gave them new life. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon them to be their helper and their guide. 

Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgement 

and courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence.  Fill them with the spirit of 

wonder and awe in your presence. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

All: Amen 

 

ANOINTING WITH CHRISM 
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The Holy Chrism is brought to the Presider by deacon.   

 

Deacon: Candidates, please come forward as you name is called, together with 

your sponsors 

 

Sponsors place their right hand on the shoulder of the candidate.  Each candidate 

will state their Saint’s name as they approach the Presider.   

 

Presider: N., BE SEALED WITH THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

 

Candidate: Amen 

 

Presider: Peace be with you. 

 

Candidate: And with your spirit. 

 

Chrism oil is returned to the ambre. Presider returns to his chair and servers bring 

bowl of lemons, towels and water for washing of hands. 

 

 

RITE OF MARRIAGE 
 

The wedding kneeler is brought before the altar. 

 

Deacon: Will N. and N. who are to have their marriage validated, and their 

witnesses, please come forward. 

 

Presider: My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the Lord 

may seal and strengthen your love in the presence of the Church’s minister and this 

community.  Christ abundantly blesses this love.  He has already consecrated you 

in baptism and now he strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may 

assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. 

 

And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions. 
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Standing in front of each couple separately asking their consent, 

 

Presider: N. and N. have you come here to enter into Marriage without 

coercion, freely and wholeheartedly? 

 

Are you prepared, as you follow the path of Marriage, to love and honor each other 

for as long as you both shall live? 

 

Are you prepared to accept children lovingly from God and to bring them up 

according to the law of Christ and his Church? 

 

Presider: Since it is your intention to enter the covenant of Holy Matrimony join 

your right hands and declare your consent before God and his Church. 

 

N., please repeat after me: 

 

I, N. take you N. to be my wife.  I promise to be faithful to you in good times and 

in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor you all the days of my 

life. 

 

N., please repeat after me: 

 

I, N. take you N. to be my husband.  I promise to be faithful to you in good times 

and in bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor you all the days of 

my life. 

 

RECEPTION OF CONSENT 
 

Presider: May the Lord in his kindness strengthen the consent you have declared 

before the Church, and graciously bring to fulfillment his blessing within you. 

What God joins together, let no one put asunder. 

 

All: Amen 

 

BLESSING AND EXCHANGE OF RINGS 
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Presider: Bless, O Lord, these rings, which we bless ✠ in your name, so that those 

who wear them may remain entirely faithful to each other, abide in peace and in 

your will, and live always in mutual charity. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

 

Presider: N., place your wife’s ring on her finger and repeat after me: 

 

Groom: N., take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Presider: N., place your husband’s ring on his finger and repeat after me: 

 

Bride: N., take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.  In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Presider instructs the couple to kneel for the Nuptial Blessing, with hands 

joined, calls upon those present to pray, saying: 

 

Presider: Let us pray to the Lord for this bride and groom, who come to the altar as 

they begin their married life, that partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ they 

may always be bound together by love for one another. 

 

All pray in silence for a while. Then the presider, with hands extended over the 

bride and bridegroom continues: 
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NUPTIAL BLESSING 

 

Holy Father, who formed man in your own image, male and female you created 

them, so that as husband and wife, united in body and heart, they might fulfill their 

calling in the world; 

 

O God, who, to reveal the great design you formed in your love, willed that the 

love of spouses for each other should foreshadow the covenant you graciously 

made with your people, so that, by fulfillment of the sacramental sign, the mystical 

marriage of Christ with his Church might become manifest in the union of husband 

and wife among your faithful; 

 

Graciously stretch out your right hand over these your servants N. and N., we pray, 

and pour into their hearts the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Grant, O Lord, that, as they enter upon this sacramental union, they may share with 

one another the gifts of your love and, by being for each other a sign of your 

presence, become one heart and one mind. May they also sustain, O Lord, by their 

deeds the home they are forming.  

 

Graciously crown with your blessings your daughter N., so that, by being a good 

wife, she may bring warmth to her home with a love that is pure and adorn it with 

welcoming graciousness. 

 

Bestow a heavenly blessing also, O Lord, on N., your servant, that he may be a 

worthy, good and faithful husband. 

 

Grant, holy Father, that, desiring to approach your table as a couple joined in 

Marriage in your presence, they may one day have the joy of taking part in your 

great banquet in heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
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RCIA DISMISSAL PRAYERS 
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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  



123 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, the Advent season is a time of preparation for the whole 

Church.  In the Gospel, John the Baptist calls each one of us to 

prepare ourselves for the Lord’s coming. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own preparation to meet the Lord 

in the sacraments of initiation, be assured of the continued 

prayers of our whole community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, the Advent season is a time of preparation for the whole 

Church.  In the Gospel, John the Baptist reminds us that one 

mightier than he is coming soon and that we are to prepare for 

his coming by works of justice and mercy. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own preparation to meet the Lord 

in the sacraments of initiation, be assured of the continued 

prayers of our whole community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, the Advent season is a time of preparation for the whole 

Church.  In the Gospel, Mary prepares for the birth of Jesus who 

has become incarnate in her womb. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own preparation for the Lord to 

dwell in you more deeply through the sacraments of initiation, 

be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community on 

your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, the Holy Family endured both joy and hardship in 

following God’s will in their lives. We, too, as part of God’s 

Holy Family the Church do likewise, confident in God’s 

guidance and protection. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own preparation for the 

sacraments of initiation, be assured of the continued prayers of 

our whole community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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EPIPHANY 
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EPIPHANY YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 

 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, the Christmas season is a time of rejoicing for the whole 

Church as we celebrate God making his dwelling with us.  In the 

Gospel, the Magi “go diligently and search for the child,” a 

reminder that we, too, must seek Him diligently in our own lives. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own search for the Lord in the 

sacraments of initiation, be assured of the continued prayers of 

our whole community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

  



133 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 

 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in the Gospel, God reveals Jesus as His beloved Son, in 

whom He is well pleased. We, too are called to be sons and 

daughters of the Most High God, living always in His light. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own preparation for the 

sacraments of initiation, be assured of the continued prayers of 

our whole community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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2ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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2ND SUNDAY OF O.T. YEARS A & B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today we hear John the Baptist proclaim Jesus as the 

Lamb of God, the one who takes away the sins of the world. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may they inspire you, like John, to see Jesus more 

clearly and testify in your own life that He is the Son of God.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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2ND SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today we hear the Blessed Mother instruct the servants at 

the wedding feast to do whatever Jesus tells them. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may the words of Jesus also guide you, like those 

servants, to find the water of repentance transformed into the 

wine of joy in your own lives.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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3RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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3RD SUNDAY OF O.T. YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today the Lord reminds us that the Kingdom of God is at 

hand, and encourages us to accept that good news into our own 

lives. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may the Lord strengthen your commitment to that 

good news and allow you to see the Kingdom of God manifest 

in power in your life.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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4TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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4TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today the Lord invites us to abandon damaging attitudes 

of heart like pride, anger and greed, and instead experience the 

blessings that come with humbly submitting ourselves to God’s 

kingdom. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may the Lord’s own example of living out the 

beatitudes in his earthly life inspire you to do likewise.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 

 

  



141 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

4TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today Jesus casts out the unclean spirit from the man in 

the synagogue of Capernaum. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may you, too, be liberated by the Lord’s words and 

find peace and joy in His presence.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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4TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today the people in the synagogue at Nazareth are 

impressed by the Lord’s gracious words, but reject Him when 

they are challenged by His teachings. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may you respond with trust and openness to the 

Lord’s teaching and, in so doing, find peace and joy in His 

presence.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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5TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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5TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus calls each of us to be a light to 

the world. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, continue to let your own light of faith grow and 

shine. Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community on your journey. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 

 

  



145 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

5TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus goes through the whole of 

Galilee preaching and driving out demons. May the power of 

His words help to drive out the demons in each of your lives as 

well. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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5TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus asks Peter to “put out into deep 

water,” and lay aside his doubts and discouragement in order to 

see the power of God at work in his life. We, too, are called to 

‘cast out into the deep’ with Jesus in faith in order to experience 

that power in our own lives. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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6TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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6TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus asks us to examine our hearts to 

drive out the roots of sin that dwell there. May His word 

continue to cleanse and renew your hearts. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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6TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reaches out to touch even the 

unclean without hesitation. May all of you be confident that, 

regardless of your sins or failings, that the Lord reaches out to 

you in love as well. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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6TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, today the Lord invites us to abandon damaging attitudes 

of heart like pride, anger and greed, and instead experience the 

blessings that come with humbly submitting ourselves to God’s 

kingdom. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures, may the Lord’s own example of living out the 

beatitudes in his earthly life inspire you to do likewise.  

 

Be assured of the continued prayers of our whole community 

on your journey. We eagerly await the day when you will 

remain here and join us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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7TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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7TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us to be perfect, as our 

heavenly father is perfect. We cannot do this by our own power, 

but only with the grace that He gives us. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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7TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus shows that he truly has the 

power to forgive sin. May you trust that he desires to reach out 

and heal the sinful places in your lives, just as he heals the 

paralytic. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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7TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus asks us to give generously of 

ourselves to others. May you learn through the Lord’s example 

to imitate His self-giving to those people that the Lord places in 

your life. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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8TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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8TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to seek first the 

Kingdom of God. May each of you have the courage to follow 

Him without reservation, trusting in His providence. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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8TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that new wine is not 

poured into old wineskins. As you prepare to receive the new 

wine of God’s grace in the sacraments, may you cast off your 

old lives and embrace your new lives as disciples so as to be 

prepared to receive it. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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8TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that we will know 

the goodness of a tree by its fruits. May the fruits of your lives 

increasingly show to those around you the power of the Gospel. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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9TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
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9TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR A ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that our relationship 

with Him is not measured through words, but through our 

actions. May your lives, not just your words, bear out your faith 

in the Lord. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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9TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR B ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims himself Lord of the 

even of the Sabbath. While our religious practice, too, has its 

rules and customs, we must never lose sight that its true value is 

in the relationship that it nurtures with our Savior. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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9TH SUNDAY OF O.T. YEAR C ONLY 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel, the centurion does not feel worthy to 

have the Lord enter his home, yet he trusts in the Lord’s power 

and mercy. May you, too, trust in His grace, even in those 

moments when you may feel unworthy of His call. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES 
 

Catechumens and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following 

the homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, our Catechumens and Candidates are continuing their 

journey of preparation leading to full initiation and reception in 

the Catholic faith.  They ask for God’s grace, your blessing and 

support from our community. 

 

Celebrant: Dear friends, in today’s Gospel Peter, James and John—three of the 

Lord’s closest companions—come to see him in a completely 

new light. We, too, are called to renew our own relationship 

with the Lord this Lent. 

 

As you go forward from this holy place to break open the 

Scriptures and continue your own journey of faith with the 

Lord, be assured of the continued prayers of our whole 

community. 

 

   We eagerly await the day when you will remain here and join 

us in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

   Now go in peace. 
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PALM SUNDAY 
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PALM SUNDAY YEARS A,B & C 

 

DISMISSAL OF ELECT AND CANDIDATES 

 

The Elect and Candidates will be asked to come forward for dismissal following the 

homily. 

 

Deacon:  Father, as the elect and candidates begin the final days of their 

journey of preparation and purification leading to full initiation and reception in the 

Catholic faith, they  ask for God’s grace, your blessing and support from our 

community. 

 

Celebrant: My dear  friends, each year the Church celebrates this holiest of weeks 

with reverence and awe. We stand before the Lord Jesus, who suffered and died to 

save us from our sins. We are overwhelmed by this great act of love that brings new 

life to all who call out to God in faith. 

 

As we begin this Holy Week, we pledge our prayerful support and love, for the 

journey that is ahead of  you involves embracing the cross of Christ in a deeper way. 

As you reflect on the powerful words of today’s liturgy, we look forward to when 

you  will join us at the Eucharistic banquet. Until that day, go in peace. 

 

 

 


